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orary Minister for Agriculture, to have
these Bills dealt with and sent to another
place.

I assume that the Legislative Assembly
-vill get on with its work as it is
anxious to attend to public business, and
J am anticipating that we will have fur-
ther work from that Chamber in the very
-Dear future. For that reason I ask mem-
bers to agree to the adjournment until to-
mrorow afternoon. The House cannot be
adjourned conveniently to the ordinary
bour of 4.30 p.m. owing to the unfortunate
position of lighting and transport, and
there is no desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to keep members hore until the
-peak period of transport. Therefore if
'we get through our business early tomorrow
afternoon it will be all to the good. U) it
is inconvenient for Mr. Fraser to come
along and attend-

Hon. G. Fraser: It is not inconvenient
whben there is business to attend to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I should
vay that if the business- is disposed of in
a quarter of an hour, it will be to the hon.
.,nber's advantage, but if he desires to
-Aiay and enlighten himself, he might go
along and listen to questions somewhere
,else. However, I do ask the House to
apsae to the desired adjournment.

cnnstion put and p~ssed.

Rouse adjourned at 6.4 p.m.

P~ziftifxs C zzmhbg..

Tuesday, 28th June, 1.949.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.; and read prayers.

PETITION-WESTRALIAN BUFFALO
CLUB.

Mr. NEEDHAM presented a petition
from the Westralian. Buffalo Club Ltd.,
praying for the introduction of a Bill to
resolve certain difficulties concerning the
legal position of the Westralian Buflo
Club Ltd., a company duly registered under
the Companies Act, 1893, and to vesf the
assets of the company in an association to
be formed and registered under the Asso-
ciations Incorporation Act, 1895-1947, and
for other purposes arising out of such
difficulties and incidental to such vesting.

Petition received and the prayer of the
petitioner granted.

BILL-THE WESTlALIAN BUFFALO
CLUB (PRIVATE).

Introduced by Mr. Needham and read a
first time.

Referred to Select Committee.

On motion by Mr. Needham, Bill refer-
red to a Select Commxittee consisting of
Messrs. Yates, May, Nalder, Triat and the

mover, with power to call for persons and
papers, to sit on das over which the House
stands adjourned and to report on Thurs-
day, the 7th July.

QUESTIONS.

TIMBER.

(a) As to Production and Exports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) How many loads of jarrab, karri
and pine were produced in the years ended
June, 1947, 1948 and to May, 1949?

(2) How mtany loads were produced by
the State mills and by private companies
in those years?

(3) How many loads were exported by
the Government and how many loads by
each of Millers, Bunning Bros. and other
concerns-

(a) -To the Eastern States, and
(b) oversea. in those years?

(4) What was the average price per load
of jarral4 karri and pine for each of those
years received from-

(a) within the State,
(b) Eastern States,
(e) oversea?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Loads of jarrab, liarri and pine pro-
duced-

1946-47 - Jarrah, 154,280; karri,
34,000; other, 11,000 (includes 2,850
loads of pine); total, 199,280 loads.

1947-48 - Jarrah, 154,000; karri,
32,000; other, 14,000 (includes 3,100
loads of pine); total, 290,00 loads.

July, 1948-April, 1949-Recorded pro-
duction only, not including a number of
small mills operating on private property
and submitting annual returns :-Jarrah,
125,600; karri, 21,000; wandoo, 5,650;
pine, 2,000; other, 2,550; total, 156,500
loads.

(2) (a) Loads produced by State Saw
mills--

1946-47-Jarrab, 20,600 loads; harri,
25,000 loads.

1947-48-Jarrah, 24,700 loads; karri,
23,100 loads.
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1948-April, 1949-Jarrah, 15,650 loads;
karri, 20,000 loads.

(b) Loads produced by private com-
paiOs-

1946-47-Jarrab, 133,600 loads; karr,
9,000 loads.

194748-Jarrab, 129,300 loads; karri,
8,900 loads.

1948-April, 1949 - Jarrah, 109,950
loads; karri, 1,000 loads.

(3) Loads exported to Eastern States and
oversea-firures not available for individual
lirms.

(4) Average price per load of jarrah,
kerni and pine-The average price of each
timber is not known, but the value of all
timbers produced in Western Australia has
been stated as follows:

Within State-1946-47, £9 s.; 1947-
48, £10 5s.; 1948-49, £10 i5s.

Interstate-1946-47, ff1 5s.; 1947-48,
£10O 5s.; 1948-49, £11.

Oversea-1946-47, £19 5s.; 1947-48,
£C22; 1948-49, £23 10s.
With regard to-

Question (1) : "Other timbers" include
wandoo, blackbutt, sheoak, morrell, tuart,
marri, yate, river banksia, bullich and pine.

Question (2): Figures in the ease of
State Saw Miills have been supplied by the
general manager, and are approximate only.
Loads produced by private companies have
been obtained by deduction.

Question (4): The average price per load.
Interstate and oversea values have been ob-
tained from information supplied by the
Statistical Department, and those for West-
ern Australia are approximate only, usually
determined by 'Mr. Gregson from his know-
ledge of the trade and in comparison with
interstate values.

(b) As to Allowance to Settlers, etc.
'Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Forests:

(1) What quantity of timber is alloWed
a settler for fencing posts and othei farm
reqjuirements of timber, to be cut from his
holding?

(2) What is the policy of the Forests
Department in regard to timber on C.P.
leases?

(3) What are the conditions 1laid down by
the Forests Department in regard to fire
breaks along railways as affecting settlers
and the railway department?9

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Where a location is held subject to
conditions reserving the marketable timber
to the Crown, the conditions provide that
he may fell sufficient timber f or his own
reasonable requirempmnts in connection with
his farming operations.

(2) The department only controls the
timber on C.P. leases containing conditions
reserving the marketable timber to the
Crown. On such areas the policy is to try
to prevent the destruction of a Crown
asset and market the timber to best advan-
tage, at the same time leaving sufficient tim-
ber for the settler's reasonable needs.

Action is taken to protect improvements
and areas under pasture.

(3) The flush Fires Act is not adminis-
tered by the Forests flepartnent anti no
conditions have been laid down. Confer-
ences between representatives of interested
parties, namely road boards, farmers'
unions, Railway Department and Forests
Department arc being arranged to discus
this matter.

(c) As to Wit1ite Wood, Imports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Howmueh white wood was imported
for purposes other than fruit eases during
the years ended June, 1947, 1948, and to
May, 1949?7

(2) What was the landed cost of this
white wood used for building purposes?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Softwoods (excluding case shiooks)-
were imported as follows:-

Quantity. Value.
c. t. f£

Year ended the 30th
June, 1947 .. 93,382 47,521
June,' 194S . 87,366- 54,942

From the let July,
1948, to the 30th
April, 1049 . . 215,149 91,139

(2) Answered by No. (1). It is not
known whether the softwoods imported
were used for building. purposes.

(d) As to Fruit Cases.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests :

(1) How much white wood was imported
for fruit cases during the years ended June,
1947, 1948, and to May, 1949?
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(2) What was the landed cost per dozen
of these white wood fruit cases?-

(3) What was the cost of jarrab, karri
ana jarrah-karri fruit easesV

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The quantity of case shooks (hard-
woods and softwoods) imported. was as fol-
lows:

Quantity.
c. ft.*

Value.
f

1L946-47 .. . 1f55,255 68,622
1947-48 . .. 13,203. 10,774
From the 1st July,

1948, to the 30th
April, 1949 .. 131,522 73,033

*Includes 28,021 c. ft. re-exported to ras-
mania in 1947-48.

(2) 1946-1947-Not known.

1947 -48-Apple eases approximately
3s. per ease. Grape ease approximately
4sa. 24. per case (including 4d. to be re-
funded on the export of -the ease).

1948-49-Selling price about 4s. per
case to growers ex country depots..
(3) The maximum prices fixed for semi-

seasoned hardwood eases ex mill as from the
1st April, 1949, varied from 21s. 3d. to 22s.
9d. per dozen shocks. This price includes
Is. 3d. per dozen for commission.

(ei) As to Pikneisood Exports.

Mr- REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

How much, if any, of our local pinewood
was exported to-

(a) Eastern States,
(h) ovcrsea,

for the years ended June, 1947, 1948,
and to May, 1949?

The MINISTER replied:
No loc!al pinewood was exported as sawn

timber to the Eastern States or oversea dur-
ing these years. Some local pine was used
as cases for produce exported.

(f) As to State Sawe Mills' Output,
Allocation.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

What prreentage of output from Slate
mills went to-

(a) private millowners,
(b) building contractors,
(c) State concerns,

for the years ended June, 1947, 1948, and
to May, 19491

The MINISTER replied:
The percentages ex mills were as fol-

lows:

Period.

194"-7

(a)
Private

Aill
Owners.

...less than I

1947-48 ..

From the Ist
July, 1948, to
the 31st May,

Tefigures for local
obtainable.

(b) (0)
Building State

Co- Concerns.
tractors.

not oh- 8 .87
tamnable

14.00

tradng yrds13.72tradng yrdsare not

(g) Ar to Sleepers and Mill Outputs.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) What quantity of jarrah sleepers
was sold to private buyers for purposes
other than railway construction during the
years ended June, 1947, 1948, and to May,
1949, from-

(a) Banksiadale railway mill,
(b) other State sawmills?9

-(2) Who were the purchasers and how
much was supplied to each?

(3) 'What quantity of jarrab sleepers
was used within the State for railway con-
,struction by-

(a) W.A.C.R.
(b) private companies,-

during these years?

(4) What quantity of sleepers was ex-
ported to-

(a) Eastern States,

(b,) oversea,
during these years V

(5) How many loads of timber were sold
for these years to private interests'from-

(a) Banksiadale,
(b) Holyoake,
(a) Rakes?7

(6) By how much has the price of jarrA~,
karri and pinewood increased during these
years?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Number of jarrali sleepers sold to
private buyers for purposes other than rail-
way construction during years ended June,
1947, June,, 1948, and May, 1949:-
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(a) From Banksiadale mill: June,
1947, nil; June, 1948, 3,465 sleepers.
equal 1361/2 loads; May, 1949, 2,260
sleepers equal 90 loads.

(b) From other State Saw Mills: June,
1947, nil; June, 1948, nil; May, 1949,
nil.

(2) Purchasers, and number supplied to
each:

June, 1947: nil.
June, 1948: M1illars' Timber & Trading

Co., 1,370; Banning Bros., 640; Thomp-
son Bros., 300;' Sandwell & Wood, 578;
MeLean & Son, 271; Australian Lumber
Co., 150; Anderson Timber & Hardware
Co., 150; total 3,468.

May. 1949: State Saw Mills, 450;
Anderson Timber & Hardware Co., 150;
N. 0. Reece, 150; Hawkins, 150; Sand-
well and Wood, 800; C. H. Richardson,
31101; Joiners Ltd., 150; Harris & Chinery,
150; Australian Lumber Co., 60; Mt-Lean
& Son, 200; Piekendike & Sullivan, 200;
total, 2,260.
(3) 'Sleepers used within the State for

railway construction by -

(a) \V.A. Government Railways for
railway construction and maintenance:
June, 1947, 408,692 jarrah, blaekbutt and
wandoo equal 16,080 loads; June-, 1948,
390,27:3 jarrab, blaekbutt and wandoo
equnal 15,360 loads; May, 1949, 363,191
jarrah, blaekbutt and wandoo equal
14,300 loads.

(h) Private companies: June, 1947,
20,600 jarrab and wnndoo equal 1,000
loads; June, 1948, 9,513 jarrab and wan-
duoo equal' 462 loads; May, 1949, 23,717
~jarrah and wandoo equal 1,152 loads.

Note.-Separate figures for jarrab are
not obtainable.

(4) Quantity of sleepers exported to-

(a) Eastern States: 1946-47, 10,594
loads; 1947-48, 9,545 loads; April, 1940,
7,0:37 loads.

(b) Oversea: 1046-47, 6, 363 loads;
1947-48, 10,683 loads; April, 1949, 11,260
loads.

(5) Timber sold to private interests
frorn-

(a) Banksiad ale: June, 1947, 2,902
loads; June, 1948, 2,738 loads; May, -1949,
2,958 loads. (The above includes dock-
ings and billets for ease manufacture.)

(b) State Saw Mills: June, 1947,?
Haken 5,160 loads, Holyoake 4,721 loads;
June, 1-948, Hakea 4,833 loads, Holyoake
5,043 loads; May, 1949, Hakea 3,360
loads, Holyoake 4,045 loads.
(6) The price of jarrab has increased by

10s. 7d. per 100 super feet, that of karri
by 12s. Id. and of pine by 5s.

BROOME -T ERR ACE, NORTHAM,1

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

Has a decision yet been wade to assit
the Northam Municipal Council to widen
Broome-terrace, Northain?

The MINISTER replied:
Te question of the widening of Broome-

terrace has been held up pending advice
as to the dredging proposals of the Nor-
thaw council.

RAILWAYS.

-(a) As to Trucking, Fremnantle Cargo.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:-

(1) Are the interests of the Railway De-
partment being subordinated to the interest-,
of a private- transport company!?

(2) Why werc railway trucks allowed to
remain idle in the Fremantle railway yard
while Bell Bros. were carting- phospha tie
rock that was discharged from a ship at
North Wharf, Fremantle?

(3) Why were the said trucks allowed
to remain idle on Friday, the 20th, Satuir-
day, the 21st, Sunday, the 22nd, and Mon-
dlay, the 23rd May, whilst a. railway checker
was standing idly by all the aforesaid days
waiting for the trucks to be put into com-
mission?

(4) Who paid the wages of the said
checker?

(6) Will he in future see that railway
transport is used to the maximum in the
transport of cargoes unloaded at Fre-
mantlel

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.
(2) The hon. member's statement is too

vague for a specific answer. If be 'will
quote individual numbers of the alleged
trucks and the periods each was allowed to
remain idle, further inquiries will be made.
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(3) Answered by No. (2). There was no
railway checker standing idly by.

(41 Answered by No. (3).
(5) This is the general practice.

(b) As to Standard Gauge.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Will he make a statement outlining
the present position regarding the construc-
tion of a standard gauge railway line be-
tween Jialgoorlie and Fremantlel

(2) Has any agreement with the Common-
wealth yet been signed?

(3) If so, when is construction likely to
commence?

JQ4 If not, what are the outstanding
obstacles to an agreement being reachedlI

The MINISTER replied:

(1) to (4) The maiter of standardistiug
the gauge of the Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways has recently heen examined
by a committee, consisting of Commonwealth
and this State's representatives.

The committee's report has been received,
and is being considered in conjunction with
the rehabilitation proposals consequent
upon the report of the recent Royal 4Cm-
mission on the Government Railways.

A decision on the matter of standardisa-
tion of our railways should be possible in
tbe near future,

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

(a) A& to Moore River Settiement and
.Munja Station.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the.
Minister for Native Affairs:

(1) What was the total amount expended
on the residence of the Superintendent at
Moore River Settlement since the iat Feb-
ruary, 1949?

(2) What was the total amount expended
in repairs or renovations to the kinderg~kr-
ten building at Moore River Settlement up
to the 1st February, 1949?

(3) On what date was Cabinet's decision
obtained to finalise arrangements to hand
over the administration of Munja Native
Station?7

(4) Has a Cabinet decision been obtained
for the closure of Udialla Native Station?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) £300 7s. lid. This residence was in.
a defective condition of sanitation and re-
pair, no adequate maintenance having been
attempted for many years, and -the expendi-
ture mentioned for renovation and san itaL-
tion followed on an inspection of the dwell-
ing made by the Assistant Commissioner of
Public Health when inspecting the settle-
ment between the 3rd and 6th February,
1949.

(2) No record of any such expenditure
has been kept. Repairs and renovations,
if any, would have been paid from the gen-
eral expenditure of the settlement.

(3) The 10th March, 1949.

(4) rdialla Station remains the property
of the Department of Native Affairs, al-
though not at present being- used as a na-
tive institution, and would be available for
further use for that purpose if required.
Consideration is being given to the location
of an institution to serve native children,
when the suitability of Udialla will he
examined in conjunction with representa-
tions from Kimberley- residents favouring a.
different locality.

(b) As to Departmental Staff.

Hon. A. A. i11. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:-

(1) How miany officers are at present em-
ployed by the Native Affairs Department,
who have had previous service in the ad-
ministration of natives in the territory of
Papua?

(2) What is the present salary of these
officers individually?

(3) What is the total yearly increase in
the department's expenditure as a result of
the employment of these imported officers?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Six.
(2) Mr. S. G. Middleton (Commis-

sioner), C-I-13, £906; Mr. Elliott-Smith,
C-TI-H, £695; Mr. D. L. Pullen, 0-11-4,
£664, pinas district allowance £30; Mr. F.
W. G. Andersen, G-11-4, £643; jaNr, N. P.
Hawke, 0-11-5/6, £559; Mr. A. L,. Ethell,
0-11-4, £,643.

(3) £806.

213
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(c) As to Welfare Expenditure.

Hon. A. A. M. C.OVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

What is the anticipated increase in the
annual expenditure on native welfare dur-
ing the year ended the 30th June, 19499_

The M1INISTER replied:
£20,216.

(d) As to Officers' Classifications.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

In view of the Press statement from the
Commissioner of Native Affairs appearing
in "The West Australian" of the 22nd June,
1949, will he advise what is the classifica-
tion grade under the Public Service Act of
,each individual officer referred to in the
Press statement!?

The MIENISTER replied:

Northern Region.-Mr. Elliott-Smith,
C-lI-3; 31r. J. Rhatigan, 0-11-4; Mr. D. L,
Pullen, 0-11-4; Mr. L. O'Neill, G-II-4.

Southern Region.-Mr. C. L. McBeath,
V-IL-4; Mr. F. W. G. Andersen, 0-11-4;
Mr. C. R,. Wright-Webster, G-11-4; Mr. N.
P. Hawke, G-11-5/6.

X(e) ,As to In~ustrial Trouble, Marble Bar
District.

lion. A. A. M. COVERLEY (without
notice) asked the Minister for Native
Affairs:;

(1) Is he in a position to make a state-
meat to the House on the recent industrial
trouble caused by natives in the Marble
Hair district?

(2) If so, when will the statement he
itade?

The MINISTER replied:
In answer to Questions Nos. 1 and 2, 1

can state shortly that the same influence,
with communistic affiliations, which be-
('ame active industrially in the Port fled-
land district in 1945-46 is now being mani-
fested in the Marhle Bar area. The result
is that the natives have been instigated
to appear in considerable force on some
stations. The natives employed there, who
would, I believe, have been happy to
sitay, feel constrained by the show of num-
bers and potential force to leave their em-
ployment. The Commissioner of Native
Affairs has recently been up in the Marble
Bar district and a senior inspetor-Mr.

O'NeiUl-is now stationed in the district to
watch the situation and the Commissioner
or a senior officer is proceeding by air to
Marble Bar on Thursday.

(f) As to Industrial Trouble, Carnwrcon
.District.

Hon. A. A. Mv. COVERLEY (without
notice) asked the 'Minister for Native
Affairs:

In view% of his statement to the House,
and his knowledge of the communistic in-
fluence in certain districts in the North, is
the Minister prepared to -return Inspector
Rhatigan to the Carnarvon district because
I am informed that the same influence is
in evidence there9'

The MINISTER replied:
I would he glad to give consideration to

the suggestion made by the bon. memberr.

GOLD MINING.

(a) As to Assistance to Prospectors and
Mines.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for ,Mines:

(1) Hlow many prospectors are receiv-
ing Government assistance at the present
time'?

(2) How much did the Government ex-
pend on assistance to prospectors for the
year ended the 30th June, 1948?

(3) Excluding Federal advances for gold
mining, what amount did the State Govern-
mnent advance to goldmines for the year
ended the 30th June, 1948?

(4) What amount has been advanced to
date during this financial year?

(.5 )Wliat /'mines were assisted, and to
what extent?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) Twenty-three prospectors assisted as
at the 31st May, :1949.

(2) £6,057, 9s, 6d.
(3) Excluding Federal advances to mar-

ginal mines, the Department of Mines ad-
vaneed the goldmines for the year ended the
30th June, 194, £8,200 15s.

(4) Excluding Federal advances to mar-
ginal mines the Department of Mines ad-
vanced to goldmaines from the 1st July,
1948, to the 23rd June, 1949, £7,64 12s. 4d.
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(5) Goldmines assisted from the 1st
July, 1947, to the 23rd June, 1949 (exclud-
ing Federal advances to marginal mines)-

Caledonian Mine, Nannine-157 4s.
9d.

Rocklea, Mine, Meekatharra-LI Is.
lid.

Lady Mary Mine, Sandstone-E1,191
2s. 9id.

Blue Pedro Mine, Nannine-C803.
Scots Greys Mine, Southern Cross-

£500.
Prince Charlie Mline, Bamboo Creek-

£,250.
Clamps Central Mine, Southern Cross

-k301 Os. 6d.
Australian Gold Production Limited

(Emu 0.31., Agncw)-93,710 16s. 6d.
Town Talk Mine, Mfarble Bar-;C500.
Eundynie Mine, Coolgardie-L29 1s.

5d.
Trump Mine, Marble Bar-340.
Evanston Gold Mining Company,

Evanston-fl,193 14s. 9d.I
Lancefleld Mline, Bcria-t-5,199 4s. 10d.
Yerilla King Mine, Kookynie-L6A72

Os. 8d.-
Bluebird Mline, Mteekatharra-E499

19s. 7d.
Federation Mine, Marble Bar-500.

(1) As to Government Assistance, etc.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

(1) In what ways, if any, has his Gov-
ernment assisted the goldmiriing companies
of this State to tide them over the difficult
financial period through which they are
passing?

(2) What is the estimated additional
cost, both directly and indirectly, annually,
to the goldmining industry of this State, of
the recent increase in railway freightsI

The PREMIER replied-

(1) This Government has rendered thle
following assistance to the goldmining
companies:

(a) It has guaranteed the Rural an4
Industries Bank to the extent of
£160,000 to enable a company at Kal-
gobrlic, comprising representatives of.
gold producing eompadfics, to purchase
and operate the Goldfields Firewood
Supply Company which, through un-
profitable operations, had signified that
it proposed to close down. This company

produced the fuel for the Kalgoorlie
Power Company, the source of mining
power in that locality, and the Govern-
anent assistance ensured continuity of
such fuel.

(b) It has reduced domestic water
charges in the Eastern Goldfields, thus
encouraging workers to settle and re-
main on the Goldfields, shortage of
labour being one of the goidmining com-
panies major worries.

(c) It has made, and continues to
make, vigorous approaches to the Corn-
nmonwealth Government in an endeavour
to -have the price of gold in some way in-
creased in order to meet rising costs.
These approaches and the discussions
subsequently inaugurated between the
Coxnibn wealth Government and its
officials and this Government and its
officials were greatly responsible for the
Commonwealth's providing financial
grants to marginal mines.

(d) Further to encourage labour to the
fields, the State Housing Commission, by
arrangement with the Commonwealth,
bas built 40 homes in Big Bell, and has.
undertaken a building programme at,
Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

(e) Financial assistance has been
granted to goldmines for development,
installation and erection of plant, etc.
During the last two years 16 mines ha-ve
been so assisted to the extent of approxi-
anately £16,000.

(f) Despite greatly incress~l costs of
operation, State Battery charges have
been kept at pre-war level, and batteries
operated at a loss to enable miners andl
such companies who use them i o have their
ore treatLed at reasonable rates.

(g ) Every assistance has been render-
ed to elnsure the expeditious importation
and delivery of machinery and supplies
of every description.

(2) It is impracticable to assess the ad-
ditional cost as earnings from freights
affecting the mining industry are not segre-
gated. However, the mining industry
brenefited from the fact that rail freights
were tapered according to distance. Whiler
freights for distances up to 150 miles were
increased by 25 pei~ cent., those for dis-
tances over 450 miles were increased by
only 10 per cent. Broadly, Boorabbin to
Comet Vale and Pindar to 'Munbinia rates
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from Perth were increased by 15 per cent.
and Yunndaga.' to Leonora-Laverton and
Yoweragabhie to Big Bell-Wiluna by 10
per cent.

(3) (a) Subsidy to the 21st June,
£116,400.

(b) Estimated subsidy from the 15th
June to the 30th June, £9,000.

CREAM, SYNTHETIC.

As to Constituents and Nutritive Value.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
ealth:

(1) What substances or ingredients are
used in the manufacture of the synthetic
,cream. now on sale in Western Australia?
0(2) Has this product any nutritional

value, and if so, bow does it compare with
true cream in this regard?

(3) Ia view of the stringent health laws
and regulations applicable to dairies and
places where milk and true cream products
are handled, are similarly stringent regula-
tions, in the public interest, being applied
in connection with the manufacture of syn-
thetic creaml

(4) Is it intended, in the interests-of pub-
lie health, to take action to ensure that
-deleterious I'substances and ingredients of
doubtful quality will not be used in the
mtanufacture of synthetic cream?

(5) Is-it possihle for ingredients or sub-
stances of doubtful food value, though not
actually harmful, to %e used in the manu-
facture of synthetic cream without such sub-
stances or -ingredients being detectable 'by
,consumers?9

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Synthetic cream is an emulsion of
vegetable oil in skim milk.

(2) Its nutritional value varies with that
,of the oil used-it would usually lack the
vitamin content of true cream.

(3) The preparation is subject to the by-
laws applicable to the preparation. and mar-
keting of food, but no minimum standard'
for its composition is laid down under the
Food and Drug Regulations.

(4) Yes,
(5) Yes.

TELEPHONES.

As to Shortage and Service.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Premier:

(1) Is it a fact that there are in the
Commonwealth 120,00 unsatisfed clients of
the Postal Department wanting telephones
at the present time?

(2) Is it a fact that the Postmaster Gen-
eral, Senator Cameron, stated in Melbourne
on the 7th February of this year, that "as
labour and materials are both in short sup-
ply, postal officers must in the meantime
improvise to improve the service"?

(3) Will the State Government supply
to the Postmaster General some of the argu-
ments being used by the Opposition in the
Western Australian Parliament, in resp.ect
of housing, with a view to endeavouring to
accelerate the rate of production of tele-
phones?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) and (2) From information published
in the Press I understand that this is cor-
rect.

(3) The difficulties which confront the
Postmaster General's Department in regard
to shortage of labour and materials are
also experienced by the State Government
in regard topits activities.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.

(a) As to Stae Saw Mills' Output.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Housing:

What percentage of the total output of
State Saw Mills is going into the building
trade in sizes used in ordinary home con-
struetiori 9

The MINISTER replied:

I am advised that this information is not
available without a great deal of research,
but supplies for building purposes on what
is listed as No. 1 priority by the State Saw
Mills include housing, War Service Land
Settlement, schools, Public Works building,
Commonwealth railway housing, and small
supplies to other Government departments
-and the total 481/ per cent. of proilc-
tion.
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(b) As to Embargo o j Asbestos Expors.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Housing:

Is the .Government not able to place an
embargo on the export of the asbestos when
so much is needed in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

Under Section 92 of the Constitution,
neither the Commonweilth nor any State
Government has power to prevent exports
from one State to another. Representations
-have been made with a view to a proportion
-of the production of blue asbestos from the
flammerslcy Ranges being reserved for. use
in this State.'

BASIC WAGE.

As to Items Snbsiddsed.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Attorney Gen-
cral:

(1) From which edible items contained in
the regimen upon which the basic wage is
computed has the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent withdrawn its subsidy?

(2) How many of the items of .the above
regimen are subsidised by the Common-
wealth Government?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) Potatoes.
(2) Tes-subsidised. Battermandcheese--

subsidised on a butterfat content.

CHARITABLE COLLECTIONS.

As to Publishing Results.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

Will he ensure that organisations conduct-
inga street collections in Perth on Fridays
publish in "The West Australian" within
five days of such collection the total amount
collected, so that the Public who subscribe
are made aware of th amounts receivedI

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
pied:

The regujations provide that a short
audited statement shall be published within
14 days of a street appeal. It is considered
inpracticabte to shorten the period.

BULK HANDLING FACILITIES,
FREMANTLE.

As to Signing of Agreement.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Mini~er
for Lands:-

On what date was the agreement between
the Government and Co-operative Bulk
Handling, Ltd., regarding the taking over
of the bulk handling facilities at Fremantle
signed by the company?

The MINISTER replied:
The parties eon~erned signed in turn and

the agreement was finally completed on the
27th April, 1949.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.

As to Sale of Farms, etc.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Lands:-

(1) Will he lay on the Table a return
showing the number of farms that have
been sold in Western Australia daring the
past 12 months-

(a) privately;
(b) the number purchased by the State

Government for the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme for that period?

(2) Ip the fixing of standards of the
farms to be bought for the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme for the 1939-45 ex-
Servicemen, what part did the Western Aus-
tralian State Government, or Western Aug-
tralian officials, take in it, if any?

(3) Were these standards fixed by the
Commonwealth Government, or officials en-
tirely on their own?

(4) Who were the officers concerned in
this standard-fixing in Western Australia?

(5) What steps are being taken by him
to honour the promises made to ca-Service-
men regarding the purchase of farms, as it
-would appear that hundreds of ca-Service-
men will again 1e missing another cropping
season in spite of the existing good prices?

(6) Would it not be possible for him to
take up with the Minister for Reconstruc-
tion (Mr. Dedman) the possibility ofre
drafting whatever 'purchbase arrangements
they made in 1945-46, considering the great
increase of the basic wage, together with
the greater value of primary products, as

d'
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this would appear to he long overdue if the
Commonwealth or State Governments in-
tend to carry out the aforementioned pro-
mises.

The MINISTER replied:

(1) (a) From the 20th September, 1948,
to the 31st May, 1949-1,518 properties.
Control of land sales prior to September,
1948, was administered by the Common-
wealth Government.

(b) From September, 1948, to the 31st
May, 1049-84 properties. Twelve months
ended the 31st May, 1949-132 properties.

(2) The minimum return to he obtained
from dairy farms to service commitments
under the Commonwealth-State agreement
was determined by the Commonwealth auth-
orities. The developed area to attain this
return in different districts was determined
by State authorities add accepted by the
Commonwealth.

(3) The standards for wheat and sheep
farms, after a number of discussions be-
tween Commonwealth and State officials,

>was finally recommended by the Department
of Agriculture and accepted by the Com-
monwealth. The standards recommended
are intended to be flexible.

(4) The senior officers concerned were
1%. Cullity, Superintendent of Dairyingj I.
Thomas, Superintendent of Wheat Farm-
ing; P. L, Shier, Assistant Superintendent
of Wheat Farming; (1. Burvill, Commis-
sioner of Soil Conservation; Rt. W. Brown-
lie, Commissioner of Rural and Industries
Bank; M. Austin, Chief Valuer, Rural and
Industries Bank.

(5) Suitable properties are being acqiuired
by the Land Purchase Board. Occupation
is arranged wherever developmenat is suffi-
ciently advanced.

(6) No promise was made that all ex-
Servieemen would be established on repur-
ehused estates. The Laud Purchase Board
is not restricted to any greater extent than
the private individual in the purchase of
suitable properties for War Service Land
Settlement.

MILK BOARD.

As to Com pensation Fund Levies.

Hon. J1. TP. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) Has the Milk Board made any request
to the Government to be empowered to take
action for the recovery of amounts out-
standing against sundry debtors who have
not made the required contribution to the
compensation fund?

(2) Is the Milk Board completely without
power to take some disciplinary action
against the recalcitrant persons or firms?

(3) Is the Government satisfied to allow
a state of affairs to continue which virtu-
ally has the effect of permitting certain
firms to obtain a higher price for milk than
those who have complied with the Milk
Board's requirements and met their obliga-
tions?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The chairman of tbe Milk Board has
conferred on a number of ccasions with
the Minister for Agriculture and has con-
sulted Crown Law officials with a view to
ascertaining if any means could be dis-
covered or provided to enable the board to
take action for the recovery of the amounts
outstanding.

(2) The Milk Board has no power to re-
cover the amounts unpaid.

(3) Sincer the passing of the Milk Act
Amendment Act earlier this session, milk
vendors and treatment plants are exempted
from the payment of contributions to the
compensation fund.

SUJPERPHOSPHATE.

(a) As to Rail and Road Transport.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What is the estimated loss to the
Railway Department on the haulage of
superphosphate for the 12 months ended the
21ist June, 1949?

(2) What is the average cost per ton mile
haulage on the railways?

(8) What is the freight rate per ton mile
charged for superphosphate?

(4) What is the average cost of haulage
per ton mile for superphosphate by road
transport"'

(5) What were the total tonnages of
superphosphate hauled by the railways and
road transport respectively for the above-
mentioned period?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) f£319,000.
(2) 3.06 pence.

(3) .59 pence.

(4) Approximately 4.25 pence.

(5) Rail-213,861 tons. Road-124,016
tons. June, 1940 figures are not yet avail-
abile and the above information covers the
period from the 1st July, 1948, to the 31st
May, 1949.

(b) As to Carting Subsidy.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:
What are the amounts involved in the

subsidy paid to moad transport of super-
phosphate for the 12 months ended the 21st
June, 1949-

(a) already paid;

(b) estimated amount involved in the
recent extension of the period in which
the subsidy Will be paid this year?

The PREMIER replied:

(a) Subsidy to the 21st June, £116,400.
(b) Estimated subsidy from the 15th

June to the 30th June, £C9,000.

(c) As to Deliveries.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Transport:

An item appeared in this morning's
paper under the heading of "Delivery of
'Super. Farmers' Union's Complaints,"
which set out the decisions arrived at by a
meeting of. the farmers' union representa-
tive of 14 different branches. The item
stated-

Dissatisfaction was expressed about the de-
livery of superphosphate. The meeting agreed
-to a Bruce Rock motion that the union impress
upon the Government the necessity for the
railway department to concentrate. on heavy
haulage, such as wheat and superphosphate,
giving particular attention to long distance
haulage gnd that road transport be utilised as
far as was economically posible.

Is it the intention of the Minister to comply
-with that resolution?

Mr. Marshall: That is, without a sub-
'sidyl

The MINISTER replied:

I did not get a copy of the question or
2& notification that it would he asked, but I
:am glad to say that a conference is being

called for Friday next, the 1st July, to
make the necessary arrangements for the
transport of super. for the next year.

ALTJNJTE WORKS.

As to Contract Carting.

Mr. KELLY, asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

(1) How many contractors are employed
at Chandler Alunite Works for the cartage
of timber, salt, and all other commodities?

(2) What is the present annual tonnage
carted to the works-

(a) timber;

(b) salt;
(c) other goods?

(3) Is it the Government's intention to
dispense with cartage contractors and in-
stall Government-owned and operated trucks
for all road haulage?

(4) How many vehicles will be pur-
chased, what type, and at what cost?

(5) How soon will they begin opera-
tions 7

The

(1)
(2)

MINISTER replied:
Two.
(a) Timber-25,000 tons.
(b) Salt-500 tons.
(c) Other goods-outwards

inwards 5,000 tons.
3,444

(3) Government-owned trucks are now
operating. Future policy will be dictated
by circumstances.

(4) Four Monarch diesels and three ex-
Army Ford semi-trailers have already been
purchased at a total cost of £13,800.

(5) They are alrealy operating.

PETROL SALES.

As to Illegal Trading.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) Is he aware that unrestricted sales of
petrol, are taking place at a number of city
motor service stations daily after legal
trading hours, also on Sundays and holi-
days contrary to the provisions of the Fac-
tories and Shops Act?

(2) What steps, if any, are being taken
to prevent this unfair competition against
law-abiding retailers?
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(3) Will he have appropriate action
taken to terminate the practiceV

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, but attention is drawn to the

provisions of Section 101 (c) of the Fac-
tories and Shops Act as amended by No.
47 of 1946.

(2) Close co-operation exists with the
Service Station Association. Inspectors
observe and check the situation f rom time
to time, but as the law now stands the posi-
tion is most difficult.

(3) Every' effort has been qade and will
be made to see that the law is observed.

BANANA INDUSTRY.

As to Promoting Expansion.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the 'Minister
for Lands:

In view of the undoubted success of the
banana industry at Carnarvon, and the con-
sequent keen demand for suitable land, will
he arrange at the earliest possibile date to
have an authoritative inspection made, and
report given, upon the availability of all
land suitable for banana culture still un-
developed and adjoining the Gascoyne
River; such report to take fully into ac-
count the quantity of watkr available to the
whole of the industry including its pros-
pective expansion?

The MINISTER replied:
There is already considerable information

available in respect to the factors 'men-,
tioned, and the Department of Agriculture
will co-operate -with the Deportment of Pub-
lic Works in carrying out the investigation
desired.

IRRIGATION.

As to Utilising Gascoyne Ri'~r.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the 'Minister
for Works:

Will he cause a complete inquiry and sur-
vey to he made of all prospects within a
reasonable distance of Carnarvon, of hold-
iig back the waters in the Gascoyne River
to ensure a constant supply for irrigation
being available to settlers?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, within the limitations of available
staff.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FRANCHISE.

As to. Introduction of Legislation.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE asked the Attorney
General:

floes he intend to introduce again this
session the Bill to amend Section 15 of
the Constitution Act Amendment Act which
deals with the franchise of the Legislative
Council, and which was defeated in the
Legislative Council?.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

It is not customary to announce the Gov-
ernment's legislative programme in response
to parliamentary questions.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Construction at Witteiwom
Gorge.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Housing:

How many houses have been constructed
at Wittenooni Gorge for employees on the
blue asbestos mine during 1948, and to May,
1049?

The MINISTER replied:
Houses for employees of Blue Asbestos

Mine--
(a) Under Commonwealth-State Rental

Scemere-Completed, 15; under construc-
tion, 5; contract approved, 10; total, 30.

(b) Private permit issued to company
for eoistructiou of 10 two-roomed huts-

(b) As to Small Unit Families.

Mr. GRAHAM1 asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) How many applications have been
received for houses under the two- and
three-unit' family scheme'?

(2) What is the number of permits that
have been issued under this scheme?

(3) On how 'many such buildings has
work been coju~nenced?

(4) How many have berii comnpleted?

*The MINISTER -replied:

(1) Applications received from two- and
three-unit families for houses-

(a) Under Commonweal th-State Ren-
tal Seheme-2,921.

j
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(b) For permits to build privately,
apptov.-1,500 (separate record not kept
until priority established).
(2) 921.
(3) (a) Commonwealth-State rental

homes-238.

(b) Private permits-information not
available.
(4) (a) Commonwealth-State rental

homes-12.
(b) Private permits-information not

available.

(c) As to Ex~Service Tenants.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

Has the Government any intention of
giving ex-Service tenants protection from
eviction in view of the termination of Corn-
mon wealth authority in that regard?

The MINISTER replied:

All tenants are afforded certain safe-
guards against eviction under regulations
made under the Increase of Rent (War
Restrictions) Act. The matter of continu-
ing the special protection which was
afforded to ex-Servie tenants and their de-
pendants under Commonwealth moratorium
regulations is at present under considera-
tion.

CAUSEWAY TRAMS.

As to Termination of Service.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) When is it anticipated that the tram-
way service over the Causeway will be
terminated?1

(2) Will motor buses or trolley-buses re-
place the tranist

(3) Is there any intention to hand over
the routes to private concerns?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) As soon as the omnibuses are ready
to take over the services.

(2) Motor buses.

(3) No.

FISH WEIGHING.

As to Provision at Fremantle,

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) Has a permit been issued to a person
to build a house on the jetty at the Fre-
mnantle Markets in which to place scales to
weigh fish?

(2) Is'he aware that ample weighing
facilities arc available at the adjacent fish
markets 7

(3) In view of the housing shortage, will
he give this matter his early consideration
in order to prevent building materials be-
ing used unnecessarily?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No permits issued, as cost of build-

ing was under £50.
Releases issued in December last for only

eight sheets of galvanised corrugated iron
and 14 small sheets of wibestos for store-
room and office on jetty. Building was con-
sidered necessary as fishermen had been
forced to vacate accommodation in Har-
bour and Light Department's building.

(2) The question of weighing facilities
did not arise when the releases were ap-
plied f or.

()The building is almost complete. Thel
prevention of unnecessary use of building
materials generally is constantly receiving'
consideration.

COAL STRIKE.

(a) As- to Government Printing Office,
Auxiliary Plant.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Has any action bden taken to arrange
for the Government Printing Office to func-
tion with the aid of an auxiliary plant and
if so what action?

The PREMIER replied:
The Minister for Labour informs me that

arrangements have been made for two
auxiliary plants f;oxn the R.A.A.F. to be.
installed.

(b) As to Electricity Sup plies and Coal
Consumption.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

2,21
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(1) What is the total quantity of coal
at present in stock or in transit for the
Electricity Commission?

(2) How much coal would be required
to maintain the existing rate of supply of
electricity to enable industry to carry on
beyond today for the remaining part of this
week?

(3) What is the estimated quantity of
coal required daily to maintain a supply of
electricity to carry on essential services such
as sewerage pumping, water supply and
hospital requirements?

(4) Is it absolutely necessary to cut off
the supply of electricity at 6 a.m. tomorrow
as is proposed?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Approximately 11,000 tons.
(2) Approximately 5,000 tons.
(3) Approximately 200 tons per day.
(4) Yes.

(c) As to Power for Domestic
Refrigerators.

Mr. LESLIE (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Can the Minister say whether it will
be possible to supply electric current to
domestic users for a limited period each
day to allow domestic -refrigerator-. to be
kpti in use and thus avoid damage to such
machines which may result from their be-
ing out of operation for a protracted
periods9

(2) If unable, at the present juncture,
to indicate the possibility of thi,; service
beinz given, will he have the matter in-
vestigated?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) In the known circumstances, I do not

anticipate being able to give the hon. mem-
ber a favourable reply.

(2) I will have the matter investigated.

(d) As to Sittingsi of Parliament.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier:

Will he give consideration, because of the
present crisis, to this Hfouse meeting dur-
ing daylight hours andi if so why did he
decid6 to instal a costly generating plant
which at the best will give an ineffective
light to certain portions of the building
only and make it exceedingly difficult for

servants of this House, perhaps 'reporters,
and staff attached to the kitchen, to work.
Further in view of the fact that the light-
ing provided,* will be unsatisfactory, will he
give consideration to my proposition that
the Rouse should, during the crisis, meet
during daylight hours?

The PREMIER replied:

The plant referred to by the hon. mem-
ber can be utilised by the Government in
other directions when it is not required at
Parliament House. It was dec-ided that light
should be provided because of the emer-
gency conditions. I do not know what
might happen as a result of the present
position. I

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Why not ad-
journ for a fortnight?

The PREMIER: It may be necessary to
implement certain legislation but I can as-
sure the hon. member that every considera-
tion is being given to the conditions under
which the staff are working. Later on in
this sitting I intend to ask the House to
sit at 2 p.m. tomorrow and adjourn, prob-
ably at 6.15 p.m. Further consideration
will be given by the Government to the
hours of sitting.

QUESTIONS BY -MEMBtERS.

(a) As8 to Supplying of Answers.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Hfousing:

In view of the fact that a M1inister handed
a set of questions to the member for Irwin-
Moore to be answered, will he ensure that
Ministers answer their own questions?

The MINISTER replied:

Iknow nothing of the matter referred
to by the hon, member.

(b) Asq to Printing of Questions on Notice.

Hon. F. J1. S. WISE: Ministers today
have requested that some questions be put
on the notice paper. I wish to make it
quite clear that, in an endeavour to assist
the Premier in the printing of the notice
paper, questions, so far as we are con-
cerned, handed in today need not appear
on the notice paper, need not be printed,
and can be answered by Ministers as if
such questions were on the notice paper.

r
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PRICE CONTROL.

(a) As to Fooistcfls.
Air. HEGNEY asked the Attorney Gen-

eral:

What was the fixed price for the follow-
ing commodities as at the 30th September,
1948, and the 23rd June, 1949, respec-
tively:

Meat-
Beef :-Sirloin per lb.; Ribs per lb.

Steak (rump) per lb.; Steak (chuck) per
lb.; Sausages per lb.; Corned silverside
per lb.; Corned brisket (rolled) per lb.

Mutton :-Leg per lb.; Forequarter per
lb.; Loin per lb. Chops (loin) per lb.;
Chops (leg) per lb.

Pork :-Leg per lb.; Lin per lb.;
chops per lb.
Jam-Plum, 11th. tin.
Potatoes-Per 7 lb.
Soap-Household, per lb.
Eggs-Standard, new laid, per doz.
Milk-Fresh, per pint.
Bacon rasbers-per lb.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES..
30th1

194
Beef-per lb.:,s

Sirloin beef......
Rolled rib.......
Rump steak ........
Chuck steak .. ....
Sausages .. ......
Corned silverside 1
Rolled brisket

Mutton-per lb.:
Leg........1
Forequarter ......
Loin .... .. .... ...
Loin chops.....1
Leg chops".......

Pork-per lb.:
Leg.
Loin.
Chops-B3est loin.

Fore loin.
(Pork was removed from

Commonwealth Government
September, 1948.)

Sept.,
s.
6.
2
2

2
2t

a. a-

23rd June,
1949-

2 1
1 4

10

1 2

1 3

1 4

price control by
before the 30th

a. a.
.am-per l2hlb. tin:

I.X.L.-Rosella I.. 1 7 1 6
Potatoes-(ilb.) ..- 1% 1 5
Soap-Household, per lb.:

Peak, 21b. bar .. .. 1 4 1 4
Signal, SOoz. pkt. .. 1 5 1 5
Velvet, 24oz. bar 1. 3 1 3

Eggs-(Ist quality hent):
Per doz..... .. ..-... 2 7 3 '4

(Wholesale prices determined by W.A. Egg
Board.)

Mfilk- a. d.
Bulk, per pint ... 4% 5
Bottle, per pint . 5 .. 5 5

(Prices determined by W.A.- Milk Board.)
Bacon rashiers.-fle ontrolled by the Corn-

monwealth before the chiange-over.

(bi) As to Removal of Subsidies and Tabling
List of Subsidised Goods.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
took, for the Leader of the Opposition, to
place on the table of the House certain in-
formation in reply to a question which he
asked. I now have this information as far
as I have been able to obtain it. I was
asked whether I would prepare a statement
for tabling in the House showing the prices,
in Western Australia of all goods affected
by subsidy as at the date the State took
over prices control, the 20th September,
1948, and as at the 1st June, 1949. It is
not practicable to show a list of prices
existing as at the 20th September, 1948, of
all goods affected by subsidy because of
the great number of "brands," "sizes"
and "types".

Many of the brands and types' which
may have been selling at the 20th Septem-
ber, 1948, are not on sale today, and vice
versa. Another factor is that many goods
sold in September are not sold in June be-
cause of seasonal requirements. The items
on the lists which I propose to lay on the
Table of the House are representative
brands and are those goods generally in de-
mand througbbut the greater portion of the
year. The increases, where these have
occurred, would also be reflected in other
brands by approximately the same percent-
age. I ask for leave to table these papers.

Leave given; papers tabled.

BILLS (2)-rMST READING.

1, Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment (Continuance).

Introduced by the Minister for 'Edu-
cation.

2, Licensing Act Ametidment (No. 2).
Introduced by Mr. Grahamn.

LEAVE Or ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Brand, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Hon.
A. F. G, Cardell-Oliver (Subiaco) on the
ground of ill-health.
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On motion by Mr. Styants, leave of
absence for two weeks ranted to Mr.
Rodoreda (Roebourne) on the ground of
urgent public business.

BILL--BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATELtIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE) (No. 2).

Second Reading.

IDebate resumed from the 23rd June.

RON. .J. B. SLEEMA&N (I'remantle)
[5.18]! In my opinion, the lifting of re-
strictions on controls of certain materials
has made for the slower completion of some
houses. I am not accusing the Minister of
going slol on the job, because I believe he
has worked hard and conscientiously. How-
ever, I do believe the housing position in
Western Australia has got out of hand. I
heard the member for Mt. Marshall last
week making apologies for the Government
and saying that the cause of the present
position wa* that the 'previous Government
did not tell the present Government of the
state of the East Perth power house. That
was no reason whatsoever. I do know that
the previous Government told the House
many times that it was next to impossible,
as things were, to provide houses for two-
unit families. However, that did not pre-
vent members of the present Government
from promising what they would do for
the two-unit families. In his Policy Speech,
the Deputy-Premier said:

We will appoint a woman on the Housing
Commission and other commissions where a
woman may be regarded as similarly interested.
Permits to build will be issued wvhere only two
persons are to be housed and where hardship
is shown.

I will endeavour to show that hardship has
been shown with two-unit families and the
fact of having a woman on the Commission
has% not seemed to improve matters at all,
whereas the women of two-unit families
are up against it for accommodation. Fre-
mantle is one of the worst places in the
State as far as being unable to get permits
is concerned. I can truthfully say there are
hundreds on the priority list around Fre-
mantle but I cat never get them off. I can
quote letters to prove that they are on
priority and there they atop. I hope that
something will be done to remove them
from the priority li'st and obtain homes

for them which they so much deserve. This
is a sample of the answers I receive re-
garding people with two-unit families:-

Referring to your enquiries regardimg the
application of Mr. fl. Brown for a Common-
wealth-State rental homie, I regret to advise
you that it has not yet been possible to offer
any assistance in this ease owing to the number
of applications pending from persons with
families of young children who are suffering
greater hardship.

That is the way they reply to applications
from two-unit families and, if this sort
of thing is to continue, no such family will
be able to get a home. There are so many
people with three-unit families or larger
that they will got preference, so why does
not the Government tell the people that
they cannot yet provide homes for two-
unit families? It is not the Government
that is getting the blame; the people tell
members that the Government is providing
homes for two-unit families and ask why
they cannot get homes. They invariably
say that other members of Parliament can
get homes for families of two units he-
cause the Government has made promises
to provide them. I hav 'e another reply from
the Housing Commission which shows that
a Three-unit family cannot get a home either.
This family is living in a leaky old cara-
van and has been seeking a home for a
long time. As to this instance, I would like
to know what the woman on the Commis-
sion is doing, because the mother is expect-
ing to be confined to hospital shortly for
her second child. The letter reads-

Furthier to previous correspondence with
respect to your application for assistance to
build under the provisions of the Wnr Service
Homes Act, I have to advise that an inspec-
tion was recently carried out wvith regard to
your present living cireumstances -and the mat-
ter placed before the Commission with a view
to establishing priority.

Wlilst it is agreed that your present liv-
ing conditions are not of a very high standard,
I regret that your ease cannot be considered
as an immediate emergency priority.

I shall be pleased if you will make further
approaches to the Commission when your second
child arrives, when the position can be further
reviewed.

That is the plight of a three-unit family with
the mother being told by the Commission
that when the second child comes along
she is to get in touch with it again to see
what can be done. On the following day,
the same family received this letter-
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Receipt is acknowledged of your medical
certificate -regarding the expected additiot to
your family.

When the expected child arrives, 'will you
please advise me and I will arrange for an
immediate -review of your application. No
guarantee can be given regarding the early
issue of -a. building permit, but your name, in*1
any ease, will be transferred to the four-unit
priority list, which will mean a substantial
reduction in the waiting time for this.

It is coming to something when a woman
in the family way, with one child already,
has to wait until the second child arrives
before her application is considered. She
will tare to wait until she sets out from
the leaky caravan to enter the hospital,
and then she can go to the Commiss~ion
and say, "The child has arrived, 'what will
you do for me now?" I hope she will not
have to wait for the arrival of a third
child before she receives some considera-
tion. T have dozens of such letters 'which
have been sent to two and three unit families,
and the excuse is always the same.
I cannot even get an Army but for them.
The reply I received to my question regard-
ing, an Army jdt was, "Unfortunately,
although these people are in a very bad
state regarding housing, we cannot put
them into an Army hut because they are
being reconditioned and people will have
to wait for a considerable time before the
huts are completed." This is a different
type of reply, and is addressed to a juan
with a three-unit family. It reads-

With reference to your recent enquiry re-
garding the ahovenanied, I desire to state that
this applicant was placed on the priority list
on the 10th April, 1948.

It 'will be at least 18 months before his turn
can he reached.
He is one of those that I can always get
on priority.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: That is the easiest
part, getting them on priority.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It will be at
least 18 months; before his turn Comes. I
hope the Minister 'will do something for
these people and that he will not tell the
public that two-unit families can obtain
homes because it is the members who get
the blame. The Government says that
homes for two-unit families are being pro-
vided, but they are not. If all members
cannot he treated the same, the Govern-
ment ought to tell the public that there
are too many people with large families

to be provided for and that two-unit familes
will have to wait. If the Minister is
not prepared to tell the people this, he
should ensure that all members get an.
equal percentage of homes for two-unit
families. I shall be interested to hear the
Minister's reply in regard to this point.
I think it would be better to have an open
go regarding materials than for the posi-
tion to be as it is at present. With some
materials restrictions are heing lifted,
whilst other continue to be restricted.

MR. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [5.28]: It
was not my intention to speak on this
measure, but after listening patiently to
the member for Canning on Thursday last,
I consider that he has made some very false
and misleading statements to this House-
Firstly, I will deal with his reference to,
the basic wage. It may be irrelevant to the
Bill, but he told the House that his father,
on a basic wage of £3 a week, built a home
in Leqderville. That statement is wrong.
The basic wage was never £3 a week in this
State, Secondly, he said that applicants
for houses today were only adding to the
shortage because these men or women
should have saved their money in pre-war
days to purchase homes. Unf ortunately,
prior to the war the workers did not have
the money or the employment to enable
them to buy homes. The member for Can-
ning also inferred that these people were
wasting their money. Very vividly I recall
a gentleman by the name of Yates who had
a practice on the Goldields that was de-
finitely illegal. I am not saying it 'was the
member for Canning, hut it was a gentle-
man of the same name. On many Saturday
nights this man helped these people to
waste their money.

So far as the shortage of houses is con-
cerned, I would say that the Goldfields
people are perhaps not so badly off as those
in the metropolitan area. Preps publicity
recently has been given to bringing 36CP
migrant er-Servicemen to the Goldfields.
There are also indications that it is in-
tended to house these men on the race-
course. I always thought a racecourse was a
place for racehorses, hut seemingly they
-are going to house this number of men on
the Boulder racecourse. I understand that
the Minister for Migration has authorised
those men to go to the Goldfields. We can-
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not expect them to live on the racecourse
eal their lives, and the Minister should
make provision now to ensure that these
men are housed in a proper manner. It may
have been all right during the years of war
when men had to submit to all sorts of
hardships, but we cannot expect t 'hem. to
eoutinue to live under similar conditions in
peacetime. The municipality of Kalgoorlie
has cireularised residents as to the number
Of migranlts they could accommodate. The
response to the circulars was, that 15 could
be put up. This indicates that the housing
position ont the Golddields is very acute. A
man advertised a house for sale and had
eight applicants for it between 8 a.m. and
noon on the day the advertisement appeared

* in the "KalIgoorlie Miner." This again
indicates. the housing shortage on the Gold-

* fields.

A contractor named Pike had four vacant
houses at Kundip. and had been awaiting
permission from the Housing Commission
for five weeks to shift them to Esperance.
It was not uintil I made representations to
the Commission on his behalf that Mr. Pike
obtained permission to move the houses. I
do not blame the Minister for this; I blame
the administration. These little pinpricks
arouse the ire of the people and make them
realise that matters connected with hous-
iag are not O.K. There is a house that was
finished in January and the family had
everything but the key, and it was not until
the day before yesterday that the family
was advised that the house could not be
allocated at present- I am not concerned
shout attributing blame to one party or
another. During the war years, all build-
ing activity had to be directed to the
Armed Forces, so that it is of no use blam-
ing either the previous or the present M.in-
ister for Housing. We know that the hous-
lag problem is a heritage from the war
years. As we could not take men from
the Services to work on house construction,
we have reached the preisent difficult posi-
tion. During the week-end, I had a ring
from people who wanted a house in Kal-
goorlie, and I made inquiries of a house
agent. I was told that it would be im-
possible for those people to obtain a home
Tor, at least a month. I warn the Minister
that, if the 360 migrants are sent to the
Goldfields, homes must be provided for
them. T should like to see the population
of the Gldfields increase, but I do not

want to see people living under adverse
conditions. Nothing will give them a worse
impression than treatment of the sort I
have indicated. I leave it at that and sup-
port the secon t reading of the Bill.

BM. WILED (Swan) 15.35]: 1 cannot
help feeling that during this debate some
members have been rather destructive in
their criticism. The member for-South Fre-
mantle, who I regret is not in his place at
the moment, spoke about members on this
side of the House not knowing what it was'
to live in poverty or in sulbstandard houses,
I think he conveyed the impression that we
live in houses such as those to be found in
Mount-street. I for one should like to set
his mind at rest on that score. I live in a
5-roomed wooden house which cost £790 and
when I took possession of it three years
ago, I had to put in two windows and sup-
ply a fly-proof door. Thus I at any rate
cannot be said to come in the category of
those mentioned by the hon. member.

The Minister for Lands: He himself has
a nice home.

Mr. WILD: The main issue should be,
not what happened in 1938 or 1930, but
what we can do for the many thousands of
people who today are looking for homes.
The member for East Perth has been con-
ducting a wordy warfare. in the Press with
Mr. Mattiske who, I understand, represents
the Builders' Guild. Last week, the Minis-
ter told the hon. member that there were
something like 21,000 applications for
houses. I have no doubt that the Minister,
when he replies, 'sill he able to explain
that. Anyone who gives five minutes' con-
sideration to the matter or has had the ex-
perience of calling on the Housing Commis-
sion will realise that the total includes
many people who have applied for each of
the four classes of homes.

Mr. Graham: That is, if that was, the
case.

Mr. WILD: It is the case today. The
hon. member should read what happened in
New South Wales 14 or 15 months ago. A
circular was sent to the 32,000 applicants
whose names appeared on the departmental
files asking, "Are you still an applicant
for a house! If so, what type do you de-
sire?7" At the bottom of the circular was
the intimation, "If no reply is received
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within 28 days, it will be considered that
you no longer require a house." The 32,000
applications were fined down to 21,000, and
I venture to say that if the 21,644 quoted
to the hon. member last week were treated
similarly, the total could probably . be
whittled down to about 10,000 or 11,000.

Hon. J. T'. Tonin: That is impossible,
because the Minister said there were 12,000
applications for Commonwealth-State rental
homes.

Mr. WILD: That is so, but the hon. mem-
ber knows full well that many people who
find accommodation do not inform the Hous-
ing Commission and' their names still ap-
pear 9n the files as applicants. The Com-
mission might well investigate the adminis-
trative side of this terrific ;problein and en-
sure that there is no duplication or tripli-
cation of applications for homes.

As to the 10,000 or 11,000 people wait-
ing for homes, we might well ask, "Where
do they come from?7" Many have come
from mining towns that have been torced
to close down in recent months. Many are
migrants. , It night interest members to
know that during the last 12 months, we
have received. 5,250 British migrants. I
appreciate that when migrants are nomi-
nated, relatives are supposed to provide ac-
commodation for them for the first 12
months, but human nature is human nature;
probably family rows occur kund it is not
long before some couple with two, three or
four. children approaches the Commission
and gets on the list for a house by virtue
of having five in the family. Instead of
ranking at the tail-end of the queue, this
couple finds itself at the head, and a man
who has been waiting probably for two
or three years is put lower down the list.

1 believe that 'we are reaping the benefit
of the return of many ex-Servicemen who
left the State with the Armed Forces.
Mlany of these men, from 1039 to 1946,
were unable to increase their families, and
now they are hack have risen from 3-unit
or 4-unit families to 5-unit or 6-unit fami-
'lies. Every day some good Western Aus-
tralian woman is giving birth to another
son or daughter, and that puts the family
higher in the priority list.

I am not satisfied with the distribution
of some of the essential materials. I wish
to touch lightly on the items of cement,

bricks and timber. The Commission, in its
wisdom, lifted control on these items a few
months ago. "Members know that the
moment the control on bricks was listed, gar-
ages and brick fences were being built
everywhere. One of the first brick fences
erected was for the Principal Architect,
Mr. Clare, and it does not reflect anylcredit
on him that that should have been so.

Recently, the Government sought to fill
the gap between the cement requirements~
of the housing industry, the Public Works
Department ana prit'ate consumers by in-
porting as a first consignment about 6,000
tons from England.'

From my observations, I conclude that
a large proportion of the local cement has
found its way to the Public Works Depart-
ment and that all John Citizen can buy is
the English cement supplied by Harris
Scarfe & Sandovers, McLean Bros. & Rigg,
and other distributors, at double the price.
The idea of importing cement was to relieve
the local demand, the Public Works Depart-
ment taking the imported cement at the
higher price, leaving the cheaper local pro-
duct for private citizens. Since the con-
trols wvere lifted, we cannot help notic in g

the garden paths, kerbs and brick fences
that have been constructed, Admittedly, ve
all have work to do about the home; prob-
ably for seven or eight years during the
war we were unable to attend to these re-
quirements. Everyone wanted cement, and,
when we have various companies and num-
erous private people using it, the supply
is soon exhausted.

The timber position, in my opinion, is
far from satisfactory. I cannot speak on
this subject with authority, but I listened
with interest to the member for Nelson. I
looked up his speech of last year on the
subject and maqe a few inquiries. The
problem bristles -with difficulties and often
I feel that we are moving round in circles.
Anyhow, there is certainly something
wrong with the timber position in this
State. I heard a member say the other
day that a lot of seond-grade timber was
being used in this State and that all the
good timber was being exported to the
Eastern States or ovcrsea. I decided to
spend Sunday looking around a few of the
buildings that are being' erected by large
contractors at Welshpool, Queen's Park
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and Belmont, and I would say that 50 per
cent. of the timber being used was defi-
nitely of second-grade.

I have here the Minister's speech of last
year on exactly the same Bill. He was
questioned by the member for Nelson about
the vecry subject I am mentioning and he
said he would go into the position. But
I regret to say that at the moment I can-
not see very much improvement in regard
to timber. Replying to the debate last
year, and particularly to the queries con-
cerning the amount of timber exported not
only oversea but interstate, the Minister
said:

The State Housing Commission working
t-hrough its liaison officer infortis the timber
industry, or the main general purpose nai~s
which produce most of the timber, that there
will be required timber-in this current year,
for instance,-for 3,200 houses; and the tim-
ber merchants-that is, the main merchants
who deal mostly with the timber trade-
reserve m~terials as a first priority to fulfil
the volume of permits anticipated to be issued.
I suggest to the Minister that that is the
wrong way round. I realise that he quoted
Section 92. That is something very much
beyond mej but it seems to me that there
must be some way to overcome the difficulty
so that we can say to the timber people,
"You are permitted to export only a cer-
tain quantity of jrour timber and you must
leave the rest in Western Australia for
this national emergency." Instead of that,
as the Minister said, we are going to the
timber industry and saying, "We want so
much timber for so many houses," and that
means to say that when we have that tim-
ber the rest can be exported..

I also feel that the system we have for
the release of building materials is wrong.
I have suggestdd to the Minister before-
and I repeat it here on the floor of the
Rouse--that I think the South Australian
system-and there- is a very similar one in
Queensland-is by far the best. I have
the South Australian Act here and have
looked into it very closely. There people
are allowed to do anything they wish with
building materials, except certain things
set out in the second schedule. That means
they can build houses and nothing else. If'
we reversed our procedure here, a terrific
quantity of materials would be used in meet-
ing the great urgent need for houses in-
stead of going into the little home work
jobs one sees all over* the place.

Mr. Graham: Here you can do anything
except build a house.

Mr. WILD: Some members have tried
to belittle the work of the Housing Com-
mission and the Minister but we must ad-
mit that during the past year great work
has been performed and the Commission is
building more housesi today than eve! be-
fore. I submit, however, that that is not
the answer to the question. To build 4,000
houses a year is not enough. We must do
much better. Some say the trouble is lab-
our; some say it is the 40-hour week. All
sorts of excuses are advanced. I say let
us get on with the job. The thing we have
to do is build more houses and it is up to
all members to do what they can iii this
connection, irrespective of party. It does
not matter on which side of the House we
sit, we must put our shoulder to the wheel
in order to overcome what is a national
crisis in Western Australia.

One of the biggest aids that has been
given to house-building in this State in the
past year has been the self-help sehemp. I
heard one member the other evening say-
and another member a little larer on criti-
cised hinm for it-that he felt some road
boards were not amenable to assisting fel-
lows who were not so fortunate and not
so well off. In the electorate I represent
there are four road boards by whom every
assistance and co-operation are given to a
man. If he has a block and wants to put
pp a little place on it-a one-roomed or
two-roomed house-they give him a helping
hand. I think that a worthwhile contribu-
tion has been made -to this great problem
by the issue of no fewer than 580 self-help
permits in the last three months.

Mr. Marshall: You are referring only to
some road hoards. There ar-c others which
are the reverse.

Mr. WILD: I quite agree. I can only
speak f or my own electorate. The Gos-
nells Road Board and the Armadale Road
Hoard have afforded excellent co-operation.

Mr. Marshall: That is your mellowing
influence!1

%Mr. WILD: At present an individual is
permitted to make additions or to erect a
small building to the value of £50, without
a permit.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If he can get the
materials.
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_1r. WILD: If my suggestion to the Mi-
ister were aeceptable-namely, that build-
ing materials should be controlled for every-
thing else except the building of houses-
people would be able to get the materials
they wanted. I would go one step further,
and instead4 of making the permit cover a
value of 0aO 1 would increase it to £100.
I want to compliment the Government on
the appointment of a full-time chairman of
the Housing Commission which was an-
nounced in the Press a few days ago. That
was long overdue. Members on both sides
of the House have been pressing for such
an appointment for some time. .1I have
nothing whatever against the Under Trea--
Urer, but I submit there is no human being
who can be Under Treasurer of the State,
Chairman of the Housing Commission, and
on about five other boards as well. It wvas
not fair to him or to the 8,000 or 10,003
people who are waiting for houses. Hav-
ing a full-time chairman who will be able
to be on the board and on many of the
small sub-committees full time, we are look-
ing to see some improvement in the situa-
tion.

Like most members, not only on this side
of the House-for I look back on the
speeches of last year and the year before
and find that members on the Opposition
side share my view-I favour the lifting
of these controls, but I feel that they will
have to be continued for some short time
to come. I leave with the Minister the
suggestions I have made and support the
second reading.

THE MINISTER rOR HOUSING (Honk.
RI. R. McDonald-West Perth-in reply)
[5.53]:- I am indebted to members for their
unanimity in support of this Bill, even
thoukh, like the late King Charles, they
'nay have taken an unconscionable time in
expressing it. I am very appreciative of
the number of references made by members
to the State Housing Commission and staff.
If any people want encouragement, quite
apart from the Minister, it is the staff of
the Housing Commission. They have a most
difficult job. They live in an atmosphere
,where they daily meet so many people who
are distressed through want of better hous-
ing accommnodation, and I think they are
rendering a devoted service in the course of

(I0J

which neither nights nor holidays nor Sun-
days are taken into account when they have
work to do.

M r. May: Cannot some be paid a little
higher rate than they are paid today?
They are teribly underpaid.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
When the present Government took over
the, responsibility of housing I made an in-
vestigation of that aspect and a general or
fairly general salary rise was provided for
the whole or almost the whole of the Com-
mission's personnel.

Mr. May: All of them ?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
All of them. I think that wats very proper
and it was done. The Housing Commission
does not move in a vacuum nor do even I
myself move in a vacuum. We have asso-
ciated with the Commission the housing ad-
visory paniel, a body eomposed of prominent
men associated with the building trade and
the building materials industry in various
ways who, over the last 1S months, have
met fortnigbtly and rendered a most im-
portant and entirely honorary service in
advising me; criticising, where justified,
anything they thought could he improved
in the Commission's work; and making sug-
gestions as to what could be done to speed
up the State's housing programme. I
would like to pay a tribute to those men,
some of whom I think have not missed a
meeting in the last 18 months or more, for
the work they have done to assist the State.

I would also like to say that the Commis-
sion and I myself maintain a fairly close
contact with any other organisations, which
can bring any suggestions to bear on our
building programme. On a number of
occasions, I have had the privilege of re-
ceiving representatives of the trade unions,
in particular the building trade executives,
to hear what they had to say, which was
sometimes critical but often very construc-
tive. Contact has also been maintained
with responsible building organisations
like the Building Industry Congress, the
Master Builders' Association, and the West-
-em Australian Builders' Guild, in order
that their co-operation could be secured.
Whatever credit may be due for housing
expansion in this Stat 'e, a proper propor-
tion should be given to those organisations
for the co-operation they have exhibited,

229



2430 [ASSEMBLY]

and particularly the base price system
which I think is one of the best in any
State and which has played a part in keep-
ing our housing costs lower than those of
any other State. That has been possible
(in account of the co-operation and assist-
ance which have been so freely extended
by the responsible organisations of builders.

I propose to deal in the first place with
the matter of building materials and in the
second place with the question of controls.
Up to the end of last year no great con-
cern was expressed as to the shortage of
building materials. There was always a
pressure from the housing programme and
building generally on available supplies of
materials That is inev'itable at a time when
at big volume of arrears of building has to
be made up after a grat wvar, and it is
going to be a feature of our economy for
many years to come; because in addition
to the arrears caused by the war, the Com-
monwealth Government's policy of a 20-
year migration programme is going to mean
that housing accommodation and other an-
cillary buildings such as schools and hospi-
tals will press on available materials sup-
plies for some time. Thot is healthy in one
sense in a developing economy and a
developing State.

I do not question the firm policy of the
(Commonwvealth Government in bringing i n
migrants-a policy declared to be vital to
the security of Australia. But, as the mem-
her for Swan suggested a moment ago, we
must bear in mind the unexpected impact
that that migration policy is having on the
building problems of the various States.
In this State, in the present calendar year,
the expected arrivals of British migrants
and displaced persons will total about 10,000
souls; men, women and children. In a State
such as ours, that is no small accretion of
population to be absorbed in one year.
However, I do not for a moment challenge
the argent necessity- behind the Common-
wealth Government's immigration policy, in
respect of which 'Mr. Chifley said-in a
hr,,udeast-that it is no use going~ without
population in order to be able to have a
better claim on the houses that are avail-
able, if before long people from some other
(ountrv are to occupy those house.

Broadly speaking, up to the end of last
year the materials Position was in a con-
dition of scarcity, viewed from the stand-

point of equilibrium between supply and
demand, though it was not as stringent
then as it is today. Since the end of last
year certain things have happened. Firstly
we must bear in mind that between Decem-
her last and the end of March there was
a series of power breakdowns and the in-
terruption to the production of building
materials was severe, especially when super-
imposed on the usual experience of the first
quarter of the year-namely, the three
weeks' holiday taken in the building indus-
try and other holidays at the beginning of
the year in various industries concerned
with the production of building materials.

Mr. Graham: This sounds like an
apology-making excuses.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Inescapable facts are not exc-uses.

Mr. Graham: There were a few inescap-
able facts before you became a member of
the Government.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
I wish those facts were not there, but I am
bound to tell the House that they were
there.

Mr. Graham: You would not accept any
of them in 1947.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I think the 'Minister
will agree that they were there in 1947.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Undoubtedly there were some interruptions
in 1947.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The war was a rather
serious interruption.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
I have said that it was a very serious inter-
ruption. However, the interruptions that
took place in the first quarter of this year
were of unprecedented length and caused
great disturbance of industry. The power
supply breakdowns placed a severe limita-
tion on the production of building materials,
and those diffictilties; have continued into the
second quarter of the year. Other factors
also have been involved-such as 50 badly
needed locomotives having had to he put
to carting water, owing to the extraordin-
arily dry season, and the fact that from
that and other causes there has been a large
accumulation of timber supplies at some of
the country mills. At the Pcmb,-rton mill
alone there is something like 700 loads of
timber that has been there for a consider-

230



[28 JUNE, 1949.] 21

able period waiting transport hy rail to the
areas at consumption. Those are the faets
relating to the first balf of this year and
the measons why stringency developed dur-
ing that period. It is, however, reason-
ably to be expected that a,6 the year ad-
vanes the stringency will be minimised,
and I will tell the House the reason why
that is so.

I think the Leader of the Opposition,
who was Minister for Forests, xviii aaree
with me in this: Western Australia built
up its timber industry on an export basis.
The mills were built to cater for the ex-
port trade and were construeted to produce
the sizes of timber required for that trade.
That has been going on through the de-
cades during which the industry has been
built up to its present proportions. In'the
five years preceding June, 1939, this State
retained for its own use 54 per cent. of its
production and 46 per cent. was exported
interstate or overea. Those who have Tieen
asTsociated with the timber trade will know
it is a fact that, had it not been for
the export trade, the mills would not hare
been able to carry on except on a restricted
scale, anad nearly half of the employees en-
gaged in the industry pre-wor -would hove
lost their employment. It is also a fact
that, so far from undervaluing the export
markets of the timber industry, the genereal
manager of the State Saw Mills, 'Mr. Sin-
clair, was sent to South Africa by the then
Government in the early nineteen-thirties
to try to build up a market there' for ex-
ports of Western Australian timber in
order to keep production going and to
maintain employment in the industry.

Ron- 3. T. Tonkin: We have not that
probleur now. We could ourselves use all the
timber that is being exported.

Mr. Reynolds: And a lot more, too.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:

We have other problems, too, and I will
deal with them if the hon. member gives
me time. When the -war came, the control
of timber was assumed by the Common-
wealth and the Brst Commonwealth Con-
troller of Timber was Mr. Kessell, from
this State. The procedure wats that the
Comm onwealth Controller of Timber every
half year met the representatives of the
industries in the several States, and ar-
ranged a programme for the ensuing six
months, which gave the outlines of the

quotas for consumption inside the State a
that which was to be sent interstate and
oversen. The way that programme is ob-
served, and as to which there is some degree
of influence or control, is that the Common-
wealth retains power to allow or refuse ex-
ports of timber. That is under the Con-
stitution. In arranging these quotas, the
Commonwealth Controller of Timber can
say to saiillhrs in each State, "You may

be allowed a certain quota for export over-
sea, provided you agree to the Common-
wealth's quotas for consumption inside the
States and exports to other States."

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: There is a proviso,
that the Stat~s r~uiremcnts are to be met.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
There is a proviso that the State's require-
nients should be met, and also another pro-
viso, in the Conmnon wealth view, that the
true interests of the States should be ob-
served. That being so, as the Leader of the
Opposition will remember, in the early days
of the war it was agreed in conferences
with Mr. Kessell anid the State Government
that the export trade shou~d be c-ontinued,
as it was of value to the State. -In the
Government of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, at similar conference, the Common-
wealth Controller then being Mr. Roger,
the same principle was laid down; that the
export trade wvas of value to the State and
every endeavour should be made to main-
.tain it anjd not lose it. I think that was
very proper. Hoxwever, I want to say
this-and I am not going into undue detail
because I think I shall have an op-
portunity before long of saying some-
thing about the export of timber-that this
Government, which has been in office for
over two years, came into office and found
-and I do not quarrel with it-a policy
laid down by preceding Governments, one
after another, where the export trade was
considered to be of value to the economny
of the State and there should be exports
to maintain that oversaa trade. This -was
a traditional policy on which the State's
economy in the timber industry had been
built.

Mr. Reynolds: You handled a mammoth
building programme then!

The MINISTER FOR HOTJSING:
There was not the same large programme
being carried through at that stage.
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Mr. Reynolds: We did not have the opera-
tives then.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
But that went on right up to 1946 and
1947. A programme for the first half of
1946-47 was determined before this Gov-
ernment came into office;

Mr. Marshall: But we had no men to
use timber in those days; the war was on.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I know something
else that was determined before this Gov-
erment came into office.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The war was over in 1946-47, and so this
Government came in and found this tradi-
tional and settled policy. I want to empha-
Lise this because it is only fair to the in-
dustry and the people engaged in it that
they should not be repudiated by this Par-
liament or by any Government in respect
of a polity which had been endorsed by
Governments successively over the years
and in which they had been encouraged.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:- When
the present Government assumed office, the
programme for export interstate and over-
sea had been determined by the preceding
Government up to the 30th June, 1947. But
there was more to it than that because, in
the case of trade both oversca. and inter-
state, merchants make their contracts for
supplies and for freight, as well as other
arrangements, many months ahead, and on
the policy which had been followed by pre-
ceding Governments and *bieh hLad been the
basis of the timber industry in this State,
merchants and sawmillers baid made their
arrangements to a certain extent for the
financial year 1947-48.

It was not possible or desirable that any
attempt should he made to force merchants
to break contracts and commit a breach (of
faith with buyers and consoiners in other
countnies and other- States, who were depend..
ing upon receiving the supplies expected
from us. Snbject to these 'commitments and
to the established practice, wvhieh, as i have
said, had to a large degree an application in
the financial year 1947-48, the Government
took steps with a view to retaining a larger
proportion of timber in this State to meet
the expanding needs of our building pro-
gramme, particularly housing.

Mr. Hoax: What about the oversea mar-
ket9? When are those contracts modeI

The MI1NISTER FOR HOUSING: Over-
sea contracts are commonly made a consider-
able time beforehand. When the financial
year 1948-49 was approaching and some in-
fluence could be exercised in relation to
supplies to be exported, the matter was
taken up with the sawnillers and, in a series
of conferences dealing with the needs of the
State1 the sawmillers, co-operating in a way
for which they deserve a measure of credit,
shaded down their exports oversca and inter-
state in the interests of a larger proportion
of the production being retained for the
State's needs.

The way in which that policy, followed by
the present Government, had its effects will
be showvn in figures Which I propose to rend
to the House and which were supplied to me
by Mr. Gregson, who has been referred to in
this debate, formerly of the Forests Depart-
ment hut now statistical officer of the Saw-
millers' Association, a man who I think has
an unrivalled knowledge of the industry.
Other figurer, which I obtained from Forests
Department sources arc slightly different,
hut I think that, in view of Mr. Gregson's
intimate knowledge of the trade, hi8 figutres
are the ones I should give to the House.

For the five pre-war years up to June,
1939, the average production per month kept
in the State for our own needs was 8,860
loads. During the six war years up to June,
1945, the average production per month
kept in the State was 7,608 loa ds. From
those war years the quantity retained in the
State has increased on a monthly average to
11,240 loads, which is the estimated figure
for the financial year ending the 30th of this
month.

Mr. Hoar: Are you comparing post-war
years with the war years ?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No, I
am comparing the six-year period up to
June, 1945.

Mr. Hoar: That was the war period.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Let
me refer to the financial year 1045-46, when
the loads per month retained in the State
totalled 7,697.

Mr. Hoar: We had only just got over the
war then.

Mr. Reynolds: We had not got over the
war then.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Not
quite. Then we pass on to the succeeding
year, 1946-47, when the monthly average was
9,067 loads and 1947-48 when the figure was
9,892 loads. In the current financial year
just. about to end the total has sprung -to
11,240 loads, For the financial year com-
mencing on the 1st of next month, the
estimated proportion of production that will
be retained in the State exceeds 12,000 loads
per month. Thus we find that the quantity
retained 'in the State for local use rose from
7,697 loads a month in 1945-46 to something
over 12,000 loads estimated for the year
about to commence.

Mr. Reynolds: How many homes shall we
build in that period?

Hon. A. H. Panton: How much was realljr
produced?I

Mr. Hoar: How 4oes the figure of 12,000
loads compare with the local consumption in
1937-38?

The Premier: This is not question time.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not mind answering the hon. member. The
average local consumption during the five
years preceding the war, that is, to June,
1939, per month was 8,869 loads. The quan-
tity which it is proposed to retain during the
financial year about to start will be between
12,000 and ].3,000 loads per monfli.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Will you be tabling
that schedule?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: With
pleasure.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No wonder it is
said that figures will prove anything!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Sub-
ject to the commitments involved by the
settled polity of the timber industry, as
endorsed by preceding Governments_I am
not raising an.* question, Mir. Speaker; I
say reasonably endorsed-the present Gov-
ernment took tip with the industry the mat-
ter of retaining more timber in the State, less
being sent overses and to the other States.
I might refer to the figures. The average for
the five pre-war years was 60.7 per cent.
retained in the State in sawn timber-I am
excluding sleepers. For the current finan-
cial year, the year just about to end, that
60.7 per cent. has risen to 77.5 per cent;
and, under special arrangements made with
the sawmillers for the three months ending

the 30th September, being a period during
which we think there will be a certain strin-
gency for the reasons I have mentioned, the
quantity retained in the State will be 80.9
per cent. of the timber produced.

Mr. Reynolds: You have forgotten to
mention that before the war production was
over 54 per cent. more than it was last -year,
which makes all the difference.,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order I

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: What
I am quoting is the number of loads -which
have been retained in the State for local
consumption. Pre-war, 23.2 per cent. of
the production of sawn timber was sent
oversea. During the war that percentage
fell to 9 per cent., a much larger quantity
being sent intra-State during the war years
than pvc-war.

Mr. Roar: I should like to have a look
at those figures.

Mr. Reynolds: So should 1.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: r
shall be very pleased to let members see
them.

Mr. Hoar: They prove Mr. Mlattiske to be
wrong.

The MINIST ER FOR HOUSING: These
figures are from Mr. Gregson, of the Saw-
inillers' Association. The average of our

p roduction of sawn timber sent oversea dlur-
ing the live years preceding the war was 23.2
per cent;i during the war it fell to 9 per
cent.; in 1945-46 it fell to 6.5 per cent. aond
then it rose to 11.8 per cent. The figure
for the current year, which is about to
expire, is 5.4 per cent. In one year, from
1947-48 to 1948-49, the percentag-e of sawn
timber sent oversea has been cut by more
than half. That is what I wish to say, in
order that wve may get a true perspective
of this matter of timber exports. The
figures supplied to mae by Mr. Gregson show
that during the current year the percentage
of sawn timber exported oversen. is 5A per
cent.

xMij; Hoar: Those are entirely different
figures from what you gave me the other
night.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No,
they are entiitely the same, as I shall show.

Mr. Boar: There has only been a reduction
Of 3,000 loads, according to your own
figures.

233



234 [ASSEMBLY.]

The MLINISTER FOR HOUSING: When
we come to talk about a class of timber-
and as the bon. member knows there are
two main classes, sleepers and sawn timber,
and both are exported-the oversea exports
of sleepers and sawn timber during the five
pre-war years were 32.8 per cent. This
fliure fell during 1945-46 to 7.7 per cent.;
it rose in 1947-48 to 14.7 per cent., and the
estimated total export oversea of sleepers
and sawn timber for the current financial
year, which is about to end, is 10.4 per cent.

Mr. Hoar: It just shows what figures
can do!

Mr. Reynolds: That is the point, what
they can be made to do!I

The M1INISTER FOR HOUSING: I
take it very bard that the member for For-
rest is talking about what figures can do,
because I have supplied him today with
three tables of figures; and in respect of
one table, it took the Assistant Conservator
of Forests the whole day to prepare the
answers to the hon. member's questions.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: It depends on the
shape of them.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
venture to say that when the bon. member
addresses himself again to the House on a
motion which he has on the notice paper, I
shall he very surprised if there is a com-
plete absence of figures.

2Mr. Reynolds: There will not be.

The MIUNISTER FOR HOUSING: Do
not talk to me about figures! What I de-

sieto say is that, whereas pre-war 54 per
cent, of our production was kept inside the
State, that figure rose to 70.7 per cent. for
the financial year ending on the 30th of
this month. In its two years of officeI this
Government has paid attention to the ex-
panding need of timber for the State's re-
quirements, a 'nd the proportion kept inside
our State has been substantially increased,
-with a corresponding reduction of the
amount going oversee and interstate. I am
not going to deal in more, detail with this
matter of exports of timber because I do
not wvant to say now what I shall need to
,say on a subsequent motion.

Mr. Hoar: There is one thing I would
like to know. Arc you satisfied with the
quantity of timber exported oversea today ?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: For
reasons which I need not advance here, be-
cause I wvill be dealing with them on a later
occasion, there are strong grounds for some
percentage of export oversea, to retain mar-
kets which this State has held for many de-
cades and which may be needed again.
When the time comes to discuss this matter
o~n the motion which is on the notice paper
I will give members some information as to
the situation regarding our possible need
for exports in the future which, so far as I
ami concerned, I have not felt myself able
to ignore so far. I think that, when the
matter is discussed, members may also feel
that the export markets built up for this
State over so many years--through the
w~hole history of the industry-are niot go-
ing to be wiped off the slate without some
very careful consideration if wve are to have
an industry with the amount of vitality and
maintaining in it that employment of Which
it should be capable in future years.

'Mr. Marshall: Do you not think our hard-
woods are indispensable to the buyers?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.

Mr. Marshall: I do.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: At
the present time imported oregon, I am in-
formed, is entering South Australia at a
price competitive with our karri exports to
South Australia. That is factual; I have
not invented it.

Mr. Marshall: It may only be on account
of the great demand at the present time.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Mr.
Beasley, the High Commissioner for Aus-
tralia in England, passed through this State
only two or three weeks ago, and, according
to the Press, told the Australian people that
-world markets are daily becoming more
competitive and advised them to get out
after their markets, telling, them that they
would need propaganda and advertisement
if they were to retain and extend markets
outside of Australia.

Hon. LT. T. Tonkin: We will have no hard
timber to sell after 30 years.

Mr. Reynolds: Less than that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
The forestry plans as laid down under the
1019 Act, are based upon a cutting equal
to re-growth. The bon. member knows,
from his experience in the Ministry, that
that is. the basis of the forestry programme
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of our State: that there shall be a perman-
ent crop in which the annual cutting regu-
laed to a certain fig-ure is equated by the
extent of re-growth. That is the whale
batss of forestry policy in this State, end
at present the amount of timber being cut
is not equal to the cut permitted under the
forestry programme.

Mr. Hoar: You do not have to worry
about competition, You can sell all the
timtber in Australia.

Mr. Graham: For the nest 20 years.

The MIINISTER FOR HOUSING: -We
may.

M.fr. Hoar: You can.

The 'MINISTER FOR ROUSING: I do
not wont to argue this point now for the
reasons I have mentioned, but would prefer
the House to allow me to await the specific
motion on the notice paper as to stopping
all exports oversea, and cutting interstate
exports by hal, because that is the direct
issue. I would like to say, however, that I
approach this matter with no bias at all.
I do approach it, as I am sure other mem-
her., will, with a full sense of responsibility
in the matter of reversing the policy, thus
overthrowing-. the foundations of the indus-
try, which has obtained since it first started.
I think the first export from Western Aus-
tralia was our hardwood timber-the very
first export-and when the matter comes
before them on the motion on the notice
paper, members will form their own
opinions. I respectfully ask, however, that
judgment might be reserved until I tell
thorn, from such information as I have, what
will he the consequences of a complete dessa-
tion of exports and whether those conse-
quiences will be in the true interests of the
economy of the State.

I want to say a word or two more about
timber, because it is a matter of great
importance. A certain amount of timber goes
interstate byv way of export. That cannot
lie stopped. Under Section 92 of the Con-
4,itutic n, trade and commerce bletwecn the
States are free and neither the Common-
wealth Government nor the State Govern-
ment has any constitutional power to for-
bid such interstate trade. Although the
major sawmills, which are memhers of the
Sawmillers' Association, are responsible
for something like 77 per cent. of the total
production of timnber in our State-and

they are the people, being organised, with
whom departments and Governments may
hold conversations and with whom pro-
grammes may be arranged-the other 23
per cent. of the production comes from
some 300 odd small mills. That is some-
thing the policing of which would be very
difficult. A considerable quantity of the
timber that goes interstate is cut on pri-
vate land over which, as the member for
Nelson knows, the Forests Department has
no jurisdiction.

Until recently there was at Port Kembla
in New South Wales, 3,0900 tons, of steel
which had been earmarked for this State.
Part of that was galvanised iron and pip-
ing and other commodities very greatly
needed in this State. Owing to the indus-
trial troubles which have recently occurred
through shipping being dislocated, that
steel wag not taken and has now been dis-
persed to meet the needs of the people of
New South Wales. it will no doubt be
represented to the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company and other firms and to the Gov-
ernme~nt of New South Wales that a cer-
tain proportion of the output of New South
Wales should be sent to Western Australia.
to meet our urgent requirements. But if
we are to adopt that policy in regard to
New South' Wales it is not altogether easy
for us to say to South Australia,' which
has-no hardwoods and is desperately in
need of timiber, "'We propose to retain all
our timber for ourselves and are not pre-
pared to, help you." If there is to he a
policy af self-determination between the
States, ard each says, "We shall keep all
our proluetion for ourselves, regardless
of the others' wants,'' then this State, be-
cause steel is, the basis of production,
would comne off worst of all.

I invite members to consider how somec
degree of reciprocity, where we -can help
even wit'i sonic difficulty, may be something
not only desirable in relations, between
States, but something which is likely to be
of greater protection to us, than to 0some
of the other States. I said just now that
there had been reasons for the stringency
in the supplies of building materials which
had occurred in the first six mnonths of the
year, but had not been apparent to any-
thing like the same extent prior to that.
I said also, I think, that I was informed
that the stringency should be eased. It
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may not be wise to take precipitate meas-
u ares, in respect to a condition which may
soon be solved substantially in the ordin-
ary way. I am advised by the Assistant
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Shedley, that
inside the next six months, six new saw-
mills, including one mill which was burnt
by fire and is being re-established, should
conmc into production.V

M1r. Hoar: Where do you propose to get
the men?

The MINISTER FOR HIOUSING:
About a fortnight ago, 000 displaced per-
sons arrived in this State.

Mr. Hoar: They have never seen a saw-
mill.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Of that number, a considerable proportion
is going into the timber industry. The
number of displaced persons to arrive in
Western Australia in the current financial
year, 1949, will he roughly 6,000, and they
will be continually coming. While these
men, as the member for Nelson would
rightly say, lack experience, I think they
will represent to a~large extent the reserve
of manpower needed for these mills.

Hion. A. H. Panton: I think they are
going to call them ''New Australians''
and not ''displaced persons.''

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
I think that is right, and that it is a much
better term.

lion. A. H. Panton: So do I.

The -MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
In addition, a new mill will be coining into
production this wveek or next week at Wun-
dowie. With the aid of additional forest
territory, .which is being made available
for that mill, the production, which is now
between 30 and 50 loads a week, will he
stepped up to 125 loads a week straight
away. I am informed by Mr. Shedley-
1 refer to him because I must to a large
extent accept the assurances of my depart-
mental heads-that by the end of this year
the timber position should be very sub-
stantially improved.

In addition, the Government has already
requested -.%r. Shedley to act as Co-ordina-
tor of Timber Supplies, and he has entered
on that task. His duties include means of
expanding production. He is at present
examining the various avenues into which

timber supplies go, with a view to eliminat-
ing any uses which are not essential; and
generally, his duties will be to ensure as
far as possible that increased supplies will
be available, and more readily available
for industry. What I desire to say finally
on the timber question is that fairly Pffc-
tive steps have been taken. to reduce ex-
ports, to increase home consumption
figures, to expand production, and to en-
sure that the stringency which has ob-
tamned will, I hope, in a few months be
no longer of the degree of urgency that
it *as, for the reasons I have mentioned,
earlier this year.

I turn now to the matter of bricks. I
will deal with the broad question of con-
trol at the end of my remarks. I want
to say that in -March we were, as I have
said, producing 102 per cent. in bricks
compared with pre-war production. The
number of brickyards had increased fromt
one brickyard in wartime, working half
time, to 23 brickyards. While there has
been a diminution of a serious nature in,
the output of bricks in the first half of
this year-

Mr. Marshall: And the quality.

The MIN'.ISTER FOR HlOtSINGi:
And the quality, due to power supplies
being interrupted, the brick production is
now getting back to its normal fig-ures.
The Government established last year a sub-
department or division of the Department
of Industrial Development, under the As-
sistant Director, Mr. Temby, charged with
the duty of expanding the production of
buidding materials. The sub-department
has been doing good work in the brick
industry. Some six brickyards have been
assisted financially and many have re-
ceived technical advice. Brickyards are
now being helped with mechanisation in
order to improve their outp~ut. While it
will take time for new brickyards to gel
into operation under existing conditions,
certain of the present brickyards should bc
able to expand their production to an ap-
preciable degree in the next few months
As to the State brickyards, I regret thai
their condition did not receive attentior
long ago. For years it has been knowi
that the State brickyards installation we!
obsolete, and its life a matter of a very
few years. But nothing was done unti
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the present Government, in its first year,
authorised a new installation to take the
place of that which was falling to pieces.
Without going into details, I would say
that certain machinery has already been
ordered.

I told the House that unfortunately the
manager of the brickyards, Mr. Kitching,
who was sent to England at the end of
1047 to get new machinery, died while
abroad. We had 'to get a new man, and
we obtained one from England. No charge
can be made against the present Govern-
of any lack of energy or enterprise in doing
something that should have been done
years before. Last month the State Hous-
ing- Commission instructed some of uts
inspectors to make a survey of bricks in the
metropolitan area, with the idea of discover-
ing the extent to which bricks might be going
to unessential uses or accumulating to an Un-
dlesirable extent. The result of that survey,
as% reported to the Commission, was that
there was no such accumulation or misuse
of bricks as could be rezavdled as abnormal
or calling for any special measures.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: How many men
were engaged on the task, and for how
long?

The -MINISTER FOR HOUSING; 1 Jo
not know how many men were ea.ged, but
I think the time occupied by the survey
Was about two weeks. Howvever, I cannot
commit myself in that regard.

M1r. May: How many brick companies
wecnt out of production in the last 12
months?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
brick industry is not attractive and is not
a money-making industry.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is very hard
work.

Mr. 'May: That does not answer my
question..

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Some
briekyards-especially country yards--that
ceased operations for a while have been
brought back into production. They were
brought into operation again in some, if
not in all. eases through the efforts of the
Building Materials Division of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development: The Cool-
gardic brickyard stopped work and is ahout

to recommence, if it has not already done
so, and other yards have come or are com-
ing back into production.

Mr- May: What about Busselton 9
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

Husselton brickyard has stopped work.
Hon. A. H. Panton: What has the mem-

ber for Sussex to say about it?
Mr. Reynolds: Can the Minister tell us

why pressed bricks from the State Brick-
works are costing £C6 per thousand while
wire-cut bricks, which are inferior, cost £:7
per thousand 9

The MINISTER FOR, HOUSING:
Bricks are like many other things; if you
have a well mechanised organisation with a
mass output, you have lower costs. The
two low-cost brickworks in the State are
the State Brickworks, producing pressed
bricks, and the Metropolitan Brickwork, at
Maylands, producing wire-cut bricks: The
metropolitan works can produce bricks as
cheaply as can anyone else in the State be-.
cause it is an organised and long-estab-
lished yard, with a large output. The small
producer, turning out perhaps 50,000& brick.-
per month, largely by manual means, finds
the cost factor a serious difficulty.

Mr. Styants: Did you say the State
Brickworks were turning bricks out
cheaply?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.

Mr. Styants: I thought you said the State
Brickwolks were obsolete and falling to
pieces.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: it
is on its last legs. The machinery is turn-
ing out bricks satisfactorily, but will not
last much longer. I was told it will last
another two Years, though it may last a bit
longer than that.

M1r. Reynolds: Was not brick production
stepped up considerably last month at By-
ford?7

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Our
cement supply is also a matter of some dif-
ficulty. I told the House of steps that are
being taken by the Swan Portland Cement
Co. to increase production, and of the ex-
tent to -which imports have been arranged
from oversea, and I do not propose to re-
capitulate all that. I took up with offliil
of the State Housing Conimisston-and
through them with the eement people-the
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qurstion ")f the use of cement in kerbing. I
r~itscd that matter also with officers of the
Main Roads Board, who in soniceases have
put cement into kerbing. The assurance I
received was that the quantity of cement
used in that way was such an infinitesimal
fraction of the total volume involved that
it was not worth while taking special
mieasures on that account. Whether we
have controls or not, we cannot well escape
some degree of use of cement for purposes
that are not strictly essential. We have to
weigh that against the advantages or dis-
advantages of control, and I will coma to
that matter later.

We are dependent on New South Wales
-'or steel produc-ts and the industrial troubles
that have occurred as en almost chronic
flature. of the coal fiels-wh ich arc the basis
Of steel production-have for years past
broughit about a condition of extreme string-
epnvy in our supplies of steel, including gal-
ranieed iron and piping and other neces-
;-arv commodities. I am advised, and think
i sihoald tell the House, that the present
in &tirial troubles are going to bring this
state into a position of great difficulty as
regards ,supplies of steel products. The two
chief firnns at Newcastle, Stewarts and
Lloyds and Lysaght's, had to uease produc-
tion some time ago. I do Dot know how
long it will be before the blast furnaces .at
Broken Ilill can get into production aigain,
hut i believe that process takes about three
months .nndcr normal conditions. Anon'
gues,4s is as; good a mine as to bow long it
will be before the fabricators of galvanised
iron and piping are able to obtain supplies-
with which to resume production for this
State. These conditions have had a severely
limiting effect on the housing and building
progranlmei of Western Australia gener-
-lily, of late, and .tbe effect will he
aeentuated-whatever happens-for sonie
mjonths to come.

Mr. Reynolds: Thank goodness; for Wun-
dowie, end the pig-iron industry!

The 1th'1TER FOR HOUSINO:
I think Wundowie is making a contribu-
tion of great importance.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It's wonderful
to see how people learn!

The MIlNISTER FOR H1OUSING:-
To meet this, position, the Government is
importing steel at considerable cost. We
cannot weigh cost against the requirements

of the State at present. Steel products are
controlled and their distribution will con-
tinue to be controlled. With steel-unlike
timber-I cannot foresee any- substantial
easement of the position within a comn-
paratively short time. We have to realise,
and I know members do realise, that the
housing programme of this State has shown
a very great expansion. Whether tat is
anybody's fault, or to somebody 's tred it,
I am not going to argue. Hloweve~r, .1s
against a normal outpu Lt ot some 2,000 ho usesi
pre-war in this financial year about
to end, we should complete, in this State.,
not less than 3,200 homes. That is 60 pt
cent, above the pre-war rate. As compared
with pre-war dlays the population of
our State liae increased by Only 12 per
cent. and there has been no :great increasv
ini the number of our building operatives
or people engaged in our building indus-
trie.4 With a population increase of 12
per cent. and a housing increase of (10) per
cent. for the current financial year, it is
no small achievement.

Mr. Styants: Cold comfort for those
who are living under very poor elmhliri-

stances.I

The 'MINISTEtR FOR lT0l'STI1:
Admittedly, but as. one member said ju4t
now, and very- truly, there wa4; a diminu-
tion of house building durng the war.
Mlembers; have taken some time when
speaking on this subjet and I trust that
T may he forgiven for taking sonic little
time myself in replying, hut the magnitude
of the housing problem, emphasised by the
Commonwealth (i1overnment 's migration
policy, i.; something which should be borne-
in mind.

lion. A. H. Panton: I do not think any-
one doubts that.

The MINISTER FOR 11OUSING:
The Commonwealth Government, headed
hy Mr. Curt in, appointed a Housing Comn-
mission to inquire into hous;ing in the Comn-
monwealth. This Conimission made its re-
port at the end of '1944 and reported that
by January, 194.5, there would he, in its
opinion, a shortage of not less than
300,000 houses in Australia, including the
replacement of -substandard aind slumi
dwellings. On that figure, on a population
basis, there would he a shortage of 20,00
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houses in Western Australia. Those figures
do not take into account the migration
programme. The Royal Commission of
1944 went on to say that by the end of
1955, in order to meet arrears of housing
during the war yekrs, as well as replace-
ments for slums and substandard houses, k
least 700,000 dwelling units -would be re-
quired for Australia. That is up to the
end of 1955 and on a population propor-
tion it would mean that some 46,000 dwell-
ing units will be needed in Western Aus-
tralia. That includes, of course, replace-
ments to substandard dwellings and things
of that nature and would give people goad
housing accommodation. From those
figures it will be realised that the housing
problem, for all States, is one of no small
magnitude.

The fact remains that in the year about
to end, in this State, we have met our
normal annual requirements and reduced
our arrears by from 1,200 to 1,400 houses.,
Whether the list of applications is doubled
or trebled, the fact remains that we have
reduced by more than 1,000 the arrears of
homes that confronted this State at the
end of the war years.

Hion. J. T. Tonkin: I cannot follow that
point. The figures do not add up.

The MINISTER FOR HOU SING:
The Economic Research Officer of the Tress-
-ory estimated last year that the normal
Annual -requirements of the State would be
1,800 homes a year.

Hon. A. RH. G. Hawke: 'What is the good
of talking about normal annual require-
ments; in An abnormal period I

The INISTER FOR HOUSING:
The normal annual ' requirements are ar-
rived at after consideration of relcrtive
marriages, births, deaths and other faetorg
which statisticians, by experience, have
found to be relevant when one considers
the normal housing requirements of a coni-
munity. Last year MrT. Lancaster con-
sidered that about 1,800 dwellings would
be, for the time being, the normal require-
ments of Western Australia. I would put
that a, little higher especially as we have
migrants coming into the State. If' we
take a programme of cornplel.ed hiouses for
the current financial year just about to
end of about 3,200 homes, and we deduct

from that what we may take to he our
normal annual requirements, the balance
leaves the extent to wvhich we are over-
taking our- arrears.

The member for East Perth has asked
some questions about the number of appli-
cations now before the Commission and I
have pleasure in giving him some answers.
When the war ended it was known that
a responsibility rested on the State to
meet the needs of those who were in the
greatest distress with their housing prob-
lems. Many people did not apply for a
permit to build or for a rental home because
they knew that they did not have any
chance of being successful. However, as
time has gone on and they have seen the
number of homes springing up all round
the place--as can be seen by anybody -.ith
eyes-they have decided that it is time to
come in for their turn and they are doingr
so in increasing numbers. People are apply-
ing nlow for permits to build even though
they are not unreasonably housed, but they
have wished to build a house of their own
for many years and perhaps on blocks that
they bought years ago. They feel that the
time has come when they might just as well
put in their applications for permits to
-build, and in the course of time they may
realise their ambitions to build houses of
their own and to designs of their own.

Mr. Graham: If all the people in that
category applied there would Dot be a waito-
ing list of 21,000 but a waiting list- of
nearer 50,000.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING-: I
think that the hon. member has some men-
sure of truth on his side, and there are still
many people who have not applied because
they feel that their chances are not too
good for some time to come.

Mr. Styants: I think the cost is deterring
a good many, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
remark of the member for Kalgoorlie brings
me to an important aspect; and again I
may he pardoned if I refer, as briefly as I
can, to the implications of a very great
social experiment in Australia in the Com-
monwealth-State rental housing scheme, a
measure of housing which has not been
adopted on quite th same lines, I believe,
in any other country. The Commonwealth-
State rental house has one or two remark-
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able features under the agreement which
this Parliament ratified in 1945. Firstly,
the houses, although small, aim to give a
standard of comfort in keeping with the
aspirations of an advanced community.
Secondly, any tenant who pays his rent and
is a reasonably good tenant, has security of
tenure to a very large degree, nearly
comparable with that of an owner.
Thirdly--and this is most important-he is
not compelled to pay in rent at any time
more than one-fifthL of the family income
coming into the home. That family income
is not the total income inasmuch as it is a
certain percentage of the incomes of inmates
other than the bend of the house. If his
family income falls he can remain there on
a rental as low as eight shillings a week
although his house may have cost £C1,500
without the land.

As the member for Kalgoorlie said, with
rising costs-'as to which I will say a word
later-in this State we have built 50 per
cent. more rental homes in proportion to
Population than any other State. In West-
ern Australia people have become what I
might call rental-house minded and sooner
than 'build themselves, at costs which have
been rising, they are now saying to them-.
solves increasingly, "I am putting in for
a rental home", with practically all the
advantages of ownership, in fact, with even
more advantages because the purchasing
owner has to pay his fixed instalment, 'where-
as the rental tenant still has the protec-
tion of the family income provision. So it is
not something to he surpriscd at if it is
found that more and more people are turn-
ing from any idea of building them-
selves to the idea of taking one of
those attractive rental homes which they
see being built all over the place. And,
bearing in -mind the figures, I quoted from
the report of the Commonwealth Royal Comn-
missioner on Housing as to the housing
needs of the different States, including our
own State, and that people are increasingly
anxious to leave substandard houses to get
into better houses and, bearing in mind
that we hove a migrant population now com-
ing into the field to ask for the sam~e rights
as other Australians have, that is, to get
houses, there is -nothing -to surprise one
that the number of people seeking new
hminpez hnq 'orn- steadily and will continue
to row steadily.

Bat what has also to be borne in mind is
that a considerable proportion of these
applicants would be not unreasonably
housed now. I would like to tell the H-ouse
that last year the Economic Research Offi-
cer, in a report to the Housing Commis-
sion, then estimated that the number of
people who were in need of houses in this
State because they were unsatisfactorily or
badly housed, was 8,000. That was the
figure he put down as the target at
that time to take into better conditions those
who could be said to he badly or unsatis-
factorily housed. I have arranged with Mr.
Lancaster to make a further investigation
to try to arrive at a determination, under
existing conditions, as to what the real need
is today in this State to re-house those who
are badly housed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That would be a
gues~s rather than an estimate.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: 'What
is done is this: It is familiar with econo-
mists and statisticins. They take a test
sample. They send out inspectors to take
a sample of, say, five per tent. in different
areas, by inspection, and if they take a
fairly good cross-section, like any Gallup
Poll-

Hon. A. H. Panton: I hope it will be
better than the poll on the election of the
American President.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
was; not so bad, hut they have been better.
Like any Gallup pol-

Mr. Styants: What percentage do they
regard to he in need of homes?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
looked that up once hut I am not going to
rely now on my recolletion. However, tha
statisticians take into account marriages
nqnd, of course, deaths. Certain other fac-
tors are also considered and from those the
statisticians have a formula, tested out over
many years, which thiey consider gives them
a fairly good measure of a community's an-
-nual needs for normal housing.

Hon. A. R. G. Hlawke:- Why, there
would be more than 8,000 substandard
houses for a start; very much substandard,
too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
would not say that in this State at all.

Ron. A. R. G-. Hawke: It is true.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
know that in this State we are not so badly
placed its in some other States and, though
I agree with the hon, member that they
may not be satisfactory, yet from the point
-of view of accommodation, health and some
degree of comfort, they are habitably
housed.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A tent could be
healthy, if that is the only consideration.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A
tent can be healthy, but we are getting be-
yond the tent days when our pioneers ar-
rived here. I said just now that the annual
building rate had increased from 2,120 in
1946-47 to 4,0Q0 to the last quarter of last
year, which %vas a peak figure too, higb to
he maintained, and the building rate for the
first quarter of this year was 2,300.

Mr. Graham: Do you think that is very
satisfying to those who are in dire need of
houses?

The -MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If
I were in need of a house nothing would
satisfy me more than to know that the
building rate was proceeding to meet
normal requirements and overtaking arrears.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And to be told that
you are 9,260 on the priority list and your
application would be dealt with in two or
three years' time.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Is
not that the test of a good programme; that
current requirements are being met and ar-
rears are being overtaken 9

Hen. J. T. Tonkin: But you are not
meeting those requirements; you are falling
behind to the extent of about 40 a month.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Not
-at all.

Hon. J. -T. Tonkin: That is the answer
you gave me.

The MINISTER FO R HOUSING: There
i , bound to be an increase in rental homes
because people whC; were previously seek-
ing building permits are now seeking rental
homes. Bea-ring in mind the annual re-
quirements as nearly as we can estimate
them, and bearing in mind that the total
number of houses in this State is approxi-
mately 130,000-not 100,000,000--the in.
escapable fact is that on the best advice we
can get and upon obvious eommonsense, we
arc mneeting annual requirements and at the
present time are reducing our arrears by
something exceeding 1,000 houses a year.

Mr, Graham: Tommy rat!

The MINISTER FOR ROUSING: That
is the sort of remark the hon. member would
make. Those figures are not ebiallengeable.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Surely you will agree
that, if the number of applications coming
forward where hardship is admitted is ex-
ceeding the number of houses being pro-
vided, the department must be falling be-
hind, not getting ahead!I That is common-
sense.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not agree. I 'think that, as time goes on and
houses become older, more people will es-
tablish hardship, but if it is accepted, as it
must he, that we have an annual normal re-
quirement whieh, pre-war, was 2,000 houses
a year or thereabouts and we are now
building 3,000 or more a year, we are build-
iug in excess of annual niormal require-
ments and reducing arrears.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise:- That will not bear
analysis.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall not say that that is one of my strong
points, because all my points are strong.
The Government has achieved all that any
Government could have achieved in hous-
ing. Last year, on a survey being made for
the Housing Commission, the estimate was
that the labour force in this State was cap-
able of building 2,700 houses a year.

Han. J. T. Tankin: Then bow has it
built 3,200?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall come to that.

Ron. A. H. Panton: By working 40
hours a week.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
number of houses that can he built is con-
ditioned by a number of factors, ona of
-which is the number of tradesmen in the
industry. There are ratios that are quite
well understood as to how many houses tan
he normally obtained from a given number
of tradesmen. Amongst other factors is
the supply of the necessary building ma-
terials. The survey made far the Housing
Commission last year indicated that the
then body of building tradesmen repre-
sented a building rate of about 2,700 houses
a year. Prior to the present Government's
taking office, only one class of house was
built, namely, the two or three-bedroom
house. Otherwise people received a permit
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-if they could get one-with only one
limitation, namely, that they could not build
other than the sort of house suited for a
normal family either in size, or post.

At the beginning of last year it was
realised by the Commission and the Govern-
ment that, with the limitations of the
building force and, material supplies, some
imaginfition would be needed if we were go-
ing to expand the building rate. From the
beginning of last year, and even before that,
there commenced the variations of technique
with which members are familiar. These
included the duplex house, which saves ma-
teial and ahout £50. per dwelling-unit in
cost. For the current year the Commission
authorised the erection of structures by pri-
vate builders to accommodate up to 100
fiats for families of smaller type, in addi-
tion to which it is building a. couple of flats
of its own. Further, the Commission de-
v'eloped the idea of the expansible house
becaus;e, obviously, a great many people with
two, three or even four in a family could
occupy a small house for the time being to
which additions could be made later.

IIf we canl geet live small houses for the
expenditure of the same material and labourv
Ssi for three of the other class, we get an
addition to our building programme. Then
there was developed the self-help scheme, be-
muse~ it was decided that there ihould he
mobilised the latent ora(l dynamic forces of
the people. Under the self-help or owner-
builder scheme, people were encouraged to
get a p~ernmit for a small houte, to which
they could make their own contribution in
building and labour. In many instances
they had facilities for getting material by
reason of the proximity of a spot mill in
the country or from some other source.

Following the development of that tech-
nique, which T had found obtained in
Queensland to the extent of 30 per cent.. of
its total dwellings being erected, owner-
builders here in the fourth quarter of last
year were building at a rate of 926 houses
a year, whereas, two years before, they 'were
building at the rate of 167 houses a year.
I say with all the emphasis at my command
that, hr the exercise of some imagination by
the Commission, in consultation with the
Government, in spite of the limitations of
manpower, which last year was capable of
building only 2,700 houses a year, and by
the use of various techniques, our budlding
rate has been stepped up, and for the cur-

rent year about to end, we should build
3,1200 houses, and this with no addition to
our building force or population anywhere
comparable with the increase in the produs-
tion of houses.

Reference has been made to homes for
two-unit families. Unfortunately I can-
not deal with every point that has been
raised by various members. When this
Government took office, two-unit families
had very nearly been written off. They hadl
no chance of getting a. permit to build.

Roni. A. H. Panton: They are written off
no0W.

The MINISTER FOR UPIJUSING: The
only provision was that there could be an
allowance of 10 permits per month for old
or retired couples. I took out the statistics
when I became 'Minister for Housing as to
the proportion in the population of two-
and three-unlit families compared with four
and more unit families;, and after a. con-
sultation with the Commission last year, it
d6eided in the -way of permnits to issue 50
Jer cent. to two and Three-unit families, the
remaining 50 per cent, to be issued to fendi-
lies, of four and more units. Under that
systemn many hundreds of people in the two-
and threc-unit category have, during the
past 12 months, or less, received permits to
build.

Hon. A. If. 1'anton: The-y can get the
permits, hut are they getting the materials
to build?7

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
are huilding, too. These younger couples,
following the popularisation of the smaller
house, arc content to build a small housme
and they are doing so.

lion. A. H. Panton: There is a couple
living next door to me on at hack verandah
who have had an application in for 18
months to build one of those houses you
are talking about, not an expansible house,
but one they can build themselves.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
fact remains that that is the ratio directed.
that the two and three-unit famili. be-
tween them ishall get 50 per enlti of the
permits to build.

M r. Marshall: All bachelors with their
own homes should be obliged to take in a
young couple.
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The MI1NISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the member for Murchison has a very
nice flat in 'Malcolm-street.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He has the decency
to blush now!

The MIINISTF R FOR HOU-SING: I
pass now to a little talk about controls. I
said lest year, standing in this place, when
I spoke about certain controls of distribu-
tion which had been removed, that I had in
contemplation, or the Commission hat in
consultation with me, the removal of the
control from timber. I also said that neither
the Commission nor the Government would
lhesitate to reimnpose controls if the public
interest made it necessary. And I repeat that.
The reason why controls were taken off cer-
tain materials, such as bricks, cement, paint
and so on, was that advice had been ob-
tained from all the people concerned in the
building industry, or a number of them, and
it was found that the trouble, time and vexa-
tion involved in going- down to the Hous-
ing- Commission and obtaining a permit
for this lot of bricks for this house, this
lot of cement for this job, and this lot
of timber for this job-on the part of
eontrn~tors in particular and, of eorrse,
owner-builders-were slowing down the
building rate of, the State. Contractors
were so fed up that they were threatening
to leave the indnstry because they, could
not spend their time trying to unravel so
much red tape.

Ilaon. J. T. Tonkin: Is this an argument
in favour of the Bill?

The M1INISTER FOR HOUSING:
It is as relevant to the Bill as the argu-
ments to which I am replying.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is it an argument
in favour of or against the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
In favour of passing the Bill. The result
was that after full consideration the. Corn-
mission decided, having consulted the Gov-
ernment and myself, to remove these con-
trols, with the reservation alwvays that if
the removal of the controls should be
shown to be undesirable, they could at any
time be reimposed.

Mr. Graham: Has not that shown itself?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The removal of controls has been a tre-
mendous aid to those engaged in the build-
ing industry. Contractors and builders

have been saved an immense amount of
time, wvorry ana vexation, and have been
able to get on with the job. I venture to
say that while the absence of control can
have some disadvantages, the removal of
unnecessary and vexatious regulations and
restrictions, which the Leader of the Op-
position said made people bitter-and I
think he said frustrated-is highly desir-
able. What is more, the people want it.
They are getting tired of controls and I
venture the opinion that the removal of
the controls that were affected played not
an unimportant part in the expansion of
the building rate in this State.

I desire to add one more word about
controls. I said just now that the Conurnis-
sion had set out to encourage people to
supplement professional building labour by
using their own labour to build modest
homes in town and country under the self-
help or owner-builder scheme. Those little
houses are being erected in the territory
of the member for Swan, in the South-
West, in small towns and-in outer suburbys,
where a man with a caravan can be seen
making his cement bricks to start build-
ing a home. I have discussed with the
Commi ssion and with other people the re-
imposition of controls of timber, cement,
bricks and so pn. These controls may still
be reimposed, but so far I have hesitated,
because if the small man who is prepared
to build a home for himself has to go into
town to get a permit for cement, for
bricks, for timber, for nail' s and paint, and
exhibit his permits to his supplier, he wvill
be completely discouraged. Today the small
men are building hundreds of homes% a,
year.

Mr. Graham: Hundreds of brick fences
and cement footpaths, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
It comes to a matter of weighing up the
pros and cons. I wish to see hundreds
of people, under a permit, building their
little homes themselves, with the help of
their friends, making their cement bricks,
and getting timber from a spot Mill. I
wish to encourage them to do so by the
absence of red tape. I would rather do this
than pick out half a dozen brick fences
somewhere in the metropolitan area. But
-allowv me to say that I am not dogmatic
and this is under consideration by me and
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the Commission. The Commission and I
will be prepared to reimpose any eon trol
if, on the whole balance, we think that re-
imposition will better serve the public in-
terest.

Mr. Hegney: The applicants for self-
help homes have to get a permit fronm the
Housing Commission.

The MINISTELR FOR HO0U SING:
Yes, and they are granted comparatively
freely. They are encouraged to build the
small type of hou se and are doing very
gfood work.

Mr. Hegney: Some of them have to re-
ceive an eviction order before they can get
a permit.

The 3IINJISTER FOR HOUtSING
I aia not going to start oa eviction orders;
that is a matter on which I may say some-
thing later. I have had a lot of questions
about the prices of houses rising. Of
course, the prices have risen and for three
reasons9, which represent almost the whole
reason-the uinpegging of -wages' which
did not take place until the present (lox'-
ernient took over office, the 40-hour week.
as; to which the same -remark applies., nd~
the withdrawal of subsidies, partiiaularly
shipping freights and other subsidivs
wbich reflected themselves in the basic
ivatre declaration last year.

Mr. Graham: And the "No" vote on the
referendum. I

The MI1NISTER FOR HO0USING: These
are mattersi over which the State Govern-
ment bad ao control.

Hon. S. T. Tonkin: The Minister has left
out the main reason-lost time.

The MNINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
* lst time is not of great materiality corn-

Pared to those other factors.

H lon. J. T. Tonkin: You talk to the

builders and see whether it is not!

The MINISTER FOR H1OUSING
Under conditions as they are and must he
for some time,, there is some loss of time
in the building industry, in the parliament-
ary industry and every other industry.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Some builders have
told me there are men working only half
time in many instances.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Normally the. builder has his permits ar-
ranged in front of him and he orders his
materials two or three, or four or five,
months before a job starts.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, but be does not
get the order.

The IMINISTER FOR HOUSING: And
hie gets it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The 'Minister is show-
ing that he does not know wvhat the trouble

is.

The MIINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
I know. I have had deputations from the
building trades executive and will tell the
hon. member that there is some time los;t.
I -agree about that.

I-on. J. T. Tonkin: Now we -ire getting
somnewhere; that is a step forward.

The, MTINISTER FOR HIOUSING: I
agree there is lost time, but I do not regard
it as a feature of great ceisequenee., nor
do I regard iL as something that can he
very well avoided in a period when the
building requirements must be pressing all
the time on building material supplies. That
is at condition that 'will continue, while the
present migrant programme obtains? for
some considerable time to conic. Between
1939 antI March, 1947, prices rosef. A brick
and tile house i 1939 cost approximately
£f56 a square, and] in M1arch, I147, it cost
£94 a square, a rise of something like 67
per cent. That rise has been going on since
1939. It has not been peculiar to the last
two years, but it has been aceenkuated in the
last two years by the unpegging of wages
which occurred in wartime, by the Common-
wealth regulations and by the other factors
I have named.

The member for South Fremantle raised
one case--the first one specifically men-
tioned-cud I promised I would inquire into
it. So many 'were raised later that I could
not undertake to look into them; nor would
I have had the time. But in view of the
fact that I made the member for South
Fremantle a promise that in my reply I
would deal with the ease he brought forward,
I called for the file.

Hon. A. H1. Panton: The member for
South Fremantle is not jbere. -He buried
his sister today.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
last Ittter on the file from the person con-
cerned-a lady-is dated the 15th May. It
was written to the State Housing Commais-
sion secretary and reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,--Today Mr. Fox, M.L.A., called to
see me about muy application for a McNes
home. I was very surprised as, Following a
suggestion by Mrs. Eiehorn-

That is an inspectress of the Commission-
when she visited me some weeks ago, my

parents have divided their house into two fiats
so that I now have a separate flat entirely to
myself and three children. Knowing the long
list of applications you have, I immediately
cancelled my application, and now Mr. Fox's
visit has made me doubt if my letter reached
you. If suech be the e 'ase, I would like to ye-
peat my appreciation of the kindness, con-
sideration and understanding I rec!eived from
all I met in the department.

So that ease seems to be one where the
situation is all right. I would like to say
one word before I conclude about conditions
in those happy days of full control.

)Ir. Reynolds: When wtill those days re-
turn?

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
1943 there wvas a general election, and
advertisement by the- then Leaier of
Party now in Opposition, appearing in
"Westralian Worker," said-

in
an

the
the

The Post-war Housing Comnmittee has recoin-
mended the building of 4,000 housce in each of
the five years immediately after hie wanr. The
Giovernmient will operate a v4goro is policy in
connection with housing.

I think that would convey the possibility
of building 4,000 houses a year immediately
after the wvar. Those wvho rez.d that ad-
vertisement would not have been very satis-
fied with the performances that did in fact
follow the war. The building of 4,000 houses
a year epinmencing immediatelyf after the
war is something that could no' have been
achieved by any Government in this State.

Mr. Nalder: That is where the cobwebs
started.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is where there was too much cobweb.

Mr. Reynolds: There are still plenty of
cobwebs.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
cobwebs have disappeared from housing. I
turn now to the days of full control. Those
were the days when paint and rails-except
heavy nails-and bricks, cement, glass, steel

and timber were controlled. And here is
a normal monthly report on materials to the
Housing Commission in February, 1947. I
am referring to the articles that have been
particularly mentioned-

Bricks: Position most acute.
Cement: Production restricted during the

whole of the month. - Only one kiln in opera-
tion, and this also hied to be restricted.

Galvanised iron: Position very acute in
both plain and corrugated for housing.

Water piping: Still acute -for all sizes.
Tiles, cloy: Production still logging behind

demand. No immediate prospect of meeting
full housing programme.

Tiles, cement: Denmand in excess of produc.
tion.

Timber: Flooring and
supply. Scantling easy
restricted by insufficient

joinery still in short
although deliveries

rail transport.

Insufficient rail transport still obtains. Let
mue turn to the dilemma in which I refuse
to be placed by some of the views expressed
in this debate. The Housing Commission
and the Government are charged with hav-
ing ill-advisedly removed controls of certain
building materials and with having fiiled
to reimpose those controls, and we are
critieised because there is too little control.
Simultaneously-and I quote from "The
West Australian" of the 18th January last;
and the same views have been expressed re-
peatedly since in this State-the Federal
Minister for Works and Housing, Mr. Lem-
juan, is reported as follows:-

The M1inister for Works and Housing (Mr.
Lemmion) said at B~ridgetown today that be
thought the time was ripe for housinig permits
to be abolished in country areas, particularly
in the South-West. There were anay young
married men with initiative who could get their
own timber and roofing mnaterMil, the latter
in the form, of cement tiles, and who could
construct homes that would meet their require-
ments. This would serve to relieve the lions-
ing position and help decentralisatior, through
the greater construction of homes in country
districts.

The Minister said thot he had been a strong
advocate for permits in the ignmediate post-
war years hut hie felt now that it was tune
that Western Australia came into line with
the Eastern States in abolishing permits up
to and around 11 squares, which would permit
the construction of many two and three bed-
room homes.

Now it is said there is not enough control.
The Federal Minister for Works and Hous-
ing, who- represents this State in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, said to the State
Government, "Too much coto. So, where



[ASSEMBLY.]I

are we? What appeared there has ap-
peared reypeatedly in the Press in this
State, find the last I heard was at a
meeting of representatives of country
municipal districts-a special confer-
ence-and I never heard one word from
those who have spoken about the reimpos-
ing of controls in this House; not a
whimper.

If I am compelled to choose between the
different advice I receive, I think there is
One man who is able to look at the overall
position of the building programme through-
out Australia and speak of it with some
authority, aind that is the Federal Minister
for Works and Housing. He has told us,
that we are the only State, speaking
broadly, that does not allow perfectly free
building, without permits of any kindI up to
11 or 12 squares, A slightly different posi-
tion obtains in South Australia. I am some-
what amazed that the member of the Labour
Party mast qualified to speak on housing
in this State has advised the State Govern-
nient to relax its controls, yet his colleagues
in this House criticise the State Govern-
muent for not putting on more controls.

I-on. J. T. Tonkin: If -you believe that,
,why bring in this Bill for a continuance?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Be-
cause. the State Housing Commission and I,
as Minister for Housing, feel that we must
assume the responsibility, while paying due
regard to the advice tendered by anyone
whiose advice is worth having, of making up
oar own minds.

Hlon. .1. T. Tonkin: You agree there is
-merit in some controls?

The MIN1EISTER FOR HOU SING: We
have followed a balanced programme of
tapering-off controls -when it could safely
be done. We have maintained controls
where we thought they should be main-
tained, and we have relaxed them where we
thought we could safely do so for the time
being. We have been tapering them off,
particularly in self-help homes in country
andl suburban districts, in line with what
has been suggested by the Federal Minister
for Works and Housing, Mr. Lemmon, with
whom personally, and with whose depart-
ment, the Housing Commission in this State
has been working with the utmost co-opera-
tion- in view of the advice tendered by that
'bon, gentleman, any criticism of the merit
,of 'the balanced policy of this Government,

]fl connection with controls, seems to me to
hae a very hollow sound. That Minis-
ter was good enough, according to a news
notice sent to me by the A.B.C., to say over
the air in this State on the 26th April last
-about two months ago-the following:-

The Federal 'Minister for Works and Hous-
iag, Mr. Nelson Lenmou, said in Perth tonight
that the effort of the State Housing Conmis-
sion in Western Australia, in relation to popu-
lation, was the best in the Comnmonwealth. Mr.
Lemmnon, was speaking at a recept ion given by
the State Executive of the Returned Service-
mn's League.

The Housing Commission has sufficient con-
fidence in its judgment-and I share that
con fidenee because of my consultations with
ft-to fornm its own opinion as to what
should he done. It is following a balanced
programme in which it is to be stampeded
neither by the right nor the left; nor by
controllers or lack of controllers. I con-,
clude by paying this tribute to the Commis-
sion, and I feel that the Government might
legitimately be permitted to share in it, that
during the last two years it has gained a
very solid record of auhievement in the ex-
j ansion of the building programme in this
State.

Question put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

II Comtt

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Premier, the Public
Library, 'Museumn and Art G1allery of West-
ern Australia and Disposal of Public Docu-
ments. Bill. was discharged from the notice
paper.

BIL-MENTAL INSTITUTION
B3ENEFITS (COMMONWEALTH AND

STATE AGREEMENT).

Second Heading.
Decbate resumned from the 21st -June.

HON. A. H. PANTON (leederville)
[9.20]: The purpose of this Bill is to ratify
an agreement, between the Commonwealth
Government and the State Government, in
respect of the inmates of mental homes.
It is proposed that the Commonwealth
shall refund to the State Go~vernment aL
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sum of about £15,000 per annum or-fromn
what I can gather. from reading the Bill
and what the Minister has said-about
eightpence per patient per day. Of the
two Governments one has agreed to give
and the other to accept cightpence per head
per day for the upkeep of persons chin-
mitted to mental institutions, conditional
on the means test being abolished with re-
gard to such public institution;~. Clare-
mont is the biggest such establishment in this
State and the other is Whitby, where I
know there used to be about 30 elderly
Men. Claremont has the larger number
of inmnates and is the institution in respect
of which the means test is to be abolished.
Y understand from the Minister that
the total cost of these institutions is
£100,000 odd per year, and we arc to get
a refund of £15,000. At present any
estate of a person committed to Claremont
is taken over and administered by the Pub-
lic Trustee. Out of any such estate cer-
tain sums are provided-according to the
sixe of the estate, I presunie-for the up-
keep of the person concerned while he or
shie is ain inmate. The fact that the up-
kep of these places is £1090,000 per tfnnuin
and that the State is to get a refund of
onily X15,000 shows that there are not at
ereiit number of inmates in a position to
pa~y anything for their upkeep. As I hove
said, oin condition that the State Glovern-
nient abolishes the means test in this re-
gard, the Commonwealth Government iS
prepared to reimburse to the State the awin
oif £15,000.

Although the means test may be
abolished, I think such estate; will -still
lye administered by the Public Trustee. if
the estate is sufficiently big the money
mnight lie invested and earn interest, and
in that way the total sum would be built
up and the person committed t) the insti-
tution would get nothing out of it -what-
ever, while receiving free, hoard ait the
cost of eightpece per day. in the end
that person might die there and some rela-
tive- if any-who had paid nothing in the
meantime and had probably done little for
the inmate, would reap the henef~t. I have
no doubt that the inmates of these institu-
tions arc indeed a lost legion, but I do
not see any great argument ir favour of
a relative inheriting such an estate in the
circumstances.

During the eight years that I was Minis-
ter for Health, I do not think I came out
of any institution sadder than I was each
time I came out of the Claremont mental
hospital. It is a terrible experience to go
there and see the unfortunates, from babies
to elderly men and women of all classes and
conditions. The time has long gone by
when Parliament and the whale people of
WVestern Australia should have made a
united effort to have the mentally sick
treated the same as the lihysiefly sick,.
with regard to our social services. I would
rather have seen the 'Minister bring down
a Bill enabling the £15,000--small as the
stun is-to be spent to provide amenities;
for, these unfortunates. If a man goes
into Sunset or a woman goes into the home
for elderly women, they are able to draw
the invalid or old age pension, and so much
is deducted for their keep.

At Sunset an old nian has about 15s.
per week left out of his pension and, if
he wishes, can buy any small comforts he
desires either in the canteen or in Iown.
Those who are unable to do that are looked
after by the Superintendent, who pur-
chases, such things for them nt the can-
teen. I do not think there should lie any
differentiation between the men tally sick
person and the physically sick penisioncr.
Speaking on behalf of members of my
Party, -I say we would give the Minister
alt the assistance possible in an endeavour
to get the Commonwealth Governmewnt to
give the mentally sick the same retogni-
ticn as is affordpd to invalid pensioners.
T think that is the method we should adopt,
but I will not oppose the Bill, the purpose
atf which is, to ratify the agreement. I
have received a letter asking that the
legislation lie made retrostpective to the
date of the passing of the Act by the Coin-
inonweaith Government. I understood
from reading the Minister's speech, that,
he received the agreement last Mlarch.

The Minister for Health: A draft.

lon. A. R. PANTO-N: The Bill was
passed~ in the Commonwealth Parliament In
November last, and I appreciate the fact
that the Minister could not get his Bill here
any more quickly than he has done, but it is
rather strange that the Minister did not
correct statements that have been made in
other places, because that leads people
astray. On occasions I have seen where.
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fluestions have been asked in the Common-
wealth Parliament by a Western Australian
representative-I do not know exactly wvho
it was at the moment-ia -regard to this
muatter.

The Commonwealth Minister, in reply,
stated that the abolition of the means test
would take place immediately the State
Glovernmuents introduced and passed the
legislation and intimated that it could have
been done earlier. However, I have since
found out that the legislation came into
force federally only in November and that
the Minister did not receive the draft of
the agreement until March, and now we
have the Bill before us. In that case the
answers of the Commonwealth Minister were
not as correct as they Might have been.

I regret that the Bill does not aim at
dloing something better for the patients
themselves. It will abolish the means test
and in doing so relieve the estates of these
people, and those estates will eventually he
disitributed or divided among people who
have never given twopence worth of assist-
ance towards the people in these institu-
tions. I do not know how the Minister will
do this, but I will leave him to work it out.
If this State is 'to he relieved to
the extent mof £1L5,000 by the Common-
Wealth Government then some inquiry
should be made through the Public
Trustee, who has the money, as to just where
'the money is and who owns it, in order to
try to have it utilised by way of ameni-
ties; for the patients who after all really own
t he money.

These inmates undoubtedly belong to the
lost legion and any man who goes through
the building comes out with a broken heart.
I support the second reading of the Bill but
I trust that the Minister will take notice
of the facts I have placed before him, and
advise the House whether there is any pos-
sihility of the measure being made retro-
s;pertiie from the date that the Common-
wealth Parliament passed the measure. How-
ever, that would mean that the Common-
wealth Government would also have to agree
to it.

MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [9.33]: T do not
want to delay the progress of the Bill, but
I join with the member for Leederville in
saying that any person who has, been
through the institution he referred to rea-
lises the duty that the people of this State

owe to the mentally sick. Last year, in com-
pany with the member for Beverley and the
member for Middle Swan, I visited this
institution. I feel that it is the duty of
every member of Parliament to see for him-
self those establishments that are helping not
only the physically ill, but also the mentally
sick.

We wvent there without notice and: due
to the courtesy of Dr. Prendergant, we were
escorted through the building. I should like
to pay a tribute to the work of all con-
cerned down at that institution. I empha-
sise that no notice was given of our visit,
and I think both members who were with
me will agree with my remarks. The place
wals clean and tidy and we conversed with
a number of the inmates. With the mem-
bet for Leederville I urge the need for
amenities for the inmates of the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane, and anything that
I can do to further their cause will be done.

I consider that the Minister should take
up with the Commonwealth Government-
and here again I agree with the member for
Leederville that that Covernnient's responisi-
bility is even grecater than is indicated in
tbi5i Rill-the need for some concerted -ef-
fort to assist the poor unfortunates, who
are not in a position to help themselves.
I do njot intend to speak at length o"
the Bill, but as one who has visited the
institution, and left it with a feeling of re-
morse, I think that I should say something on
the question now that I have the oppor-
tnnity.. In my opinion the assistance given
by the Commonwealth Government is not
sufficiently far-reaching, and the Govern-
ment of this State, with the Governments
of other States, should seek further finan-
cial assistance to help these people.

HON. E. NLSEN (Kanowna) [9.36]:
I am very disappointed with the Bill be-
cause, when I heard the 'Minister introduce
it, I thought it would confer some benefits
upon the inmates. After his explanation I
realised that it would not he of any bene-
fit to them, but only to the benep-
ficiaries and those who are in affluent posi-
tions and are able to contribute something
towards the institution. The Bill aims at
abolishing the means test, but the Common-
wealth Government's contribution towards
the institution will 'not make any difference
at all to the amount of money that is being
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spent by the Government at present. As
pointed out by the member for Leederville,
the amount being spent down there at the
moment is approximately £T192,900 a year.
That is not a contribution because it is only
making good what the affluent friends and
relatives of patients would have contributed
towards the institution, and this I think is
a little below eightpence per head per day.
It will be sufficient, however, to make up the
£C15,251 mentioned by the Minister as being
contributed by the relatives and friends of
these unfortunate people.

I think there are approximately 1,330 in-
mates and of that number about 25 per
cent. are visited by friends. That means
that out of a total of 1,330 there are 1,000
friendless persons. They have not a friend
to visit them, and they have not a penny to
-satisfy their needs in any way at all. It
must be remembered that although these
people are mentally sick, in L'-iout 90 per
cent. of cases the sickness is only intermit-
tent. If a layman were to go there and
speak to the inmates, he would not know
whether they wer; mentally sick or not, He
might think that some of them %iere eccentric
at times.

W~hen Minister for Health I took a keen
interest in that institution and visited it on
many occasions. I had talks wvith quite a
number of the inmates. Manly of them
would not be there at all if they had -re-
latives or friends who would take an inter-
est in them or if they could secure accom-
modation outside. The fact of their boeing
in the institution debars them from any
benefits under social service, w'aich I think
is wrong.

I agree with the member for Sussex that
the inmates are deserving of something, and
there should not 'be that differentiation be-
tween at person mentally sick and a person
physically sick from the social service point
of view. If a mentally sick person does
not enter that institution he is entitled to
the invalid pension, but as soon as he is de-
clared insane and placed in that institu-
tion his pension ceases. Hlowever, it he
were to enter Sunset suffering from a
mental disease, a reasonable amount would
be deducted for his upkeep and he would be
allowed to retain l5s. a week to spend as
he so desired on perhaps a few clothes or
food other than that provided by the
home. I do not want the House to think

that the inmates in the Claremont Asylum
are badly treated, because they are not. In
fact, they are well treated, as the member
for Sussex says. However, as stated by the
member for East Perth, it is badly over-
crowded, but, in the circumstances, I know
that the bon. member realises that the posi-
tion is such because it cannot be helped.

I hope the Minister will get in touch with
tho Commonwealth authorities to see
whether something cannot he done. Even
if these people can only be put on the same
basis as a man or woman physically sick,.
or a person who is men tally sick but can
stay in tis own or a relativeN home, it would
cntitle them to the compensation they de-
serve. Unfortunately, because they are
placed in an institution they are dead to the
outside world hut still alive to their Sur-
rcundings. Some of them are very mnuch
alive according to their mentality at differ-
ent periods. I have attended their Christ-
mas festivals and it was quite delightful to
see some of them enjoying what they can-
not obtain in the institution. Such festiv-als
arc only made available to then by outside
organ isations and here I would like to com-
pliment and commend them for their chari-
tableness. I know that the Minister is
sympathetic and will, if possible, do some-
thing for them in that regard.

This Bill only recoups the Government
the amount it receives from those persons
who can afford to contribute to the main-
tenance of the inmates of the institution. It
makes no difference to the finances Of
the State, but makes a great deal of
difference to the beneficiaries. I cannot
see why that burden should be lifted from
their shoulders and the amount of L15,0000
odd contributed by the Commonwealth
should not be paid to the inmates. Even
if they only get eightpence a dlay it would
be a great help. I have been told by mem-
hers of the medical profession that if those
people could have aL few pen ce to spend
every day it would probably assist them
in their recovery and they could perhaps
leave the institution. At presentC they
have to wear clothes that do not fit them;
they have no friends; nobody sees them
and nobody takes, any notice of them.
What can one expect? If a person was
physically sick under siMilr circumstances
I do not think he would get well; let alone
being mentally sick.
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I do not know whether the State Govern- they not be treated as are the invalid pen-
msut can do anything, but I do know that
if I were Minister I would make an at-
tempt to impress very definitely upon the
Commonwealth Government that it has a
duty to perform through the Department
of Social Services, and that the whole
State should make a contribution. So, in
the main I am rather concerned and disap-
pointed about the Bill. When we think
thiat only 25 per cent. of the persons in the
State institution are visited and of those
some are visited only occasionally, it is
time something was done to asgist them.
In that place there are 1,000 men and
women who are, as it were, in a forgotten
world and now we have a Bill that is to
relieve the beneficiaries of a considerable
amount-L13,O00-and those people are to
go smot free and the inmates are to receive
no benefit from it. I feel very sorry for
them and I hope that something will be
done to relieve their position.

MR. NEEDHAMW (Perth) [9.47]: 1 have
not much to add to the remarks made by
members except to say that I agree to the
second reading of the Bill. I would, how-
ever, like to have seen something more far-
reaching than that which it contains. I
have always held the view that those unfor-
tunate citizens who are suffering from mental
disabilities have not been treated as they
should have been. In saying that I am
not reflecting on the local institution that
cares for the mentally sick. I believe they
receive every care there and everything
possible is done for, their comfort. What
I do mean is that the Commonwealth
authorities have not taken up the case of
the mentally deficients. as I think they
should have done. There is no reason why
those who are suffering from the worst of all
diseases should not be treated in a similar
way to the invalid and old age pensioners.
I could never understand why they were
not included in the legislation dealing with
the latter persons.

Many of the men and women who are in
the, institution in this State, and similar
institutions in other States, have done
their share towards building up this Com-
monwealth. As they have grown older
they have been stricken with the disease
and are rendered helpless. Why should

sioners; in Sunset or the women who
find themselves in an old women 's home,
and be permitted a pension from which the
cost of their maintenance is deducted, leav-
ing a small sum to be spent for their per-
sonal comfort? I read the circular which
each member received from Claremont
recently, and it brought this question very
vividly to mind, particularly as it con-
cerned the position of these unfortunate
people. It has been suggested that the
Minister should bring this matter before
the Commonwealth Government, pointing out
the necessity for some action being taken.
I agree with that. I would add that there
is another way in which the subject could
be brought before the notice of the Federal
authorities. Other States are interested
in this problem equally with Western
Australia.

I suggest that at the next conference of
Ministers for Health this item be placed on
the agenda, so that the whole subject may
be thoroughly discussed and a recom-
mendation made to the Commonwvealth
Government to amend the Invalid and Old-
Age Pensions Act in order to improve the
position of the people we are so anxious to
help. It might mean a little more added
to the pensionh bill, but that is a very
trivial matter when compared with the
necessity to promote the comfort of people
suffering from mental trouble, As pointed
out in the circular members received,
those inmates have their lucid moments
when they realise the lack of friendly
assistance to them. They appreciate dur-
ing their periods of lucidity, however brief
they may be, how they are not treated like
other People, and I think that position is
unfair. I am sure the Minister and every
member will agree with me in that respect.
I certainly suggest that the Minister take
this matter up for consideration at the next
conference of Health Ministers.

MR. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [9.53]:
I join with other members in emphasising
that the Bill does not go nearly far enough
in rendering assistance to the inmates of
asylums in this State, and I express the
hope that the Government will continue to
make representations to the Commonwealth
Government to amend the Invalid and Old-
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Age Pensions Act in the interests of the
inmates of mental hospitals. As indicated
by the member for Sussex, late last year
two or three of us took the opportunity to
visit the Claremont Hospital fo,- the Insane.
We came away both impressed and de-
pressed. We were extremely impressed by
the splendid work of the staff hut we were
depressed by the conditions provided for
the inmates. The hospital was scrupulously
clean but in the mornings the unfortunate
patients are sent out into what can only he
described as yards. They are nothing more
or less than gravelled yards, surrounded by
high concrete walls. There mc..y be 100 or
150 of these unfortunates grcuped in the
yards, with absolutely no amenities for them
at all. The I eople either pace to and fro
across the yard, throw stoncs or contrive
in other ways to do something to amuse
themselves.

Throughout the length and breadth of the
institution we saw absolutely no amenities
at all. We were extremely hr pressed with
the institution itself and the parks and
gaardens surroundingv the buildiags would be
a credit to any institution. If half the
money spent on those parks and gardens
hat) been used for providing amenities for
the inmates, the latter would be far better
off. Suggestions have been advanced that
the Government should make sitrong repre-
sentations to the Federal autho'Aities that the
inmates should receive the islid pension.
That is the only' possible solution. in that
regard, the Minister has nlreaey stated that
tile Government has made those representa-
tions, hut without success. In addition, I
would point out that recently--I think this
is relevant to the Bill-the Claremont Mental
Hospital 'Welfare Association was formed,
with the object of assisting the unfortunate
patients. Members of that orgiunisation have
been most active ij! their efforts to obtain
the invalid pension for the mentally afflicted
and, on the 7th April last, wvrote to Sena-
tor 'McKenna, the Commonwealth Minister
for Social Services, regarding the matter.
I shall read the letter because it sums up
the position.

Mr. Styants: We have all had copies of
it.

.r. C HAYDEN: Nevertheless, I shall
read it, because some members may not have
seen it, and it sums up the position very
well. The letter to Senator MeKenna runs.
'as followrl-

This Association is a Citizens' Orgarnisation
formned to promote the welfare and to care for
the interests of the mental patients. We
desire to draw your attent ion to the
disabilities suffered by these patients in thle
adinihistrntion of inivalid pensions. Certified
permanent mental di~ability is aeceptod as
qualification fur invalid pension. Thevre are'
nnny such p~ensionlers. cared for privately, a nd
in in sti tut ionis f or the aged, such as I' 'Suitet.'
In all eases t1cc personm concerned receives the
benefit of the pension, or, if in anl institution,
anl allownce for pocket money.

In the Cl:.rcmont -MentalOHospital are 1,330
patients, about 1,00O of whom bare no friends
or relatives, who never have any visitors, whose
minntenance is not contributed to in any way,
and who are completely dependent, down to
the Iast detail, upoun what the Mental Hospital
provide,;. These patients have not a penny
piece;. they cannot buy or obtain any vVariant
f rein the institutional diet; they cannot sup-
plelient inatitutional olotliing. They have
nothing beyond what can be supplied to every-
one lin a large institution, boy the State [Depart-
wen11t con1cerned. Having no means and so
frt,;nds it iq inevitable that life, in the-e c&-
eurnstances, is a continually drab affair, and
miust have a depressing effect upon tbe patients
so situated. One might easily consider these
patients buried although not dead. Compare
their plight with the position of a peasioni r
,whco lives at ''Sunset'' (the Old Men's lornset
who receives a personal allowance of 15s. per
week for pocket money. With this lie cant do
inuch to brighten his otherwise drab life, but
it iq cot so with patients in tile nmental lies-
pitals, ninny of whom are very similar to aen-
l~e cases in ''Sunset.''

Gould you say, Sir, why these mental patients
should be deprived of even the sinallest bene-
fit uinder our otherwise admirable peasion
scheme? Surely their ease is most deserving
and warrants some help. It is strongly urgc'l
that the usual pension arrangement by which
a pocket money allowance iq made available,
apply to these cases, especially seeing that
these allowances are nowy paid fromt the Social
Service Fund, to which all taxpayers contri-
bute. MNoreover, medical opinion is that prob-
ably many patients would benefit mentally
from the possibility of gratifying personal
tastes and desires;, they would be able to feel
that someone cared-that they were not enl-
tirely forgotten. Attached you will find a inem-
orandumi whvlk sets out the pogition in greater
detail. I

This Association feels that probhll your
attention has nsever been drawn to this serious
position, and that you will take early acotion,
which wvill have the effect of alleviating the
lot of these unfortunate people. The Associa-
tion will he very glad to hear from you in duo
Course.

That letter was sent to Senator McKenna
on the 7th of April. So far no reply has
been received. The association has made
efforts to get assistance from the State
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Government and has formed the impression,
rightly I think, that the Government resents
intrusion into what is considered to be a
State Government sphere. I take this op-
portunity to ask the Government not to
discourage such organisations, but to give
them all possible assistance.

Mr. Graham: Who is discouragip' g them 9

Mr. GRAYDEN: I understand that the
Health Department has been approached
and has not heen given the assistance that
should he given.

The Minister fur Health: That is not
correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Then I take it that the
association will receive all Possible assist-
ance in the future.

lion, K Nulsen: The patients are wvell
treated by the institution.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am Dot complaining
of their treatment. The staff is; doing an
excellent job. Every member of it deserves
a gold medlal for staying there for weeks,
let alone months or years, as many of them
have donc, hut there ace no amenciities of
any kind, and there is no possible chance
of the mental condition of any patient ever
improving. I stress the point that the asso-
ciation has been formed to assist these
peopile and should receive all possible help
fromn the Government in its effort to obtain
this pension for the patients.

MR. LESLIE (M.%t. -Marshall) [10.21:
There is an aspect of this proposed agree-
nient with which I am not at all satisfied. It
seenm., to be a ease of the Commonwealth
once more escaping from the whole of its
liability in connection with an torgently
needed social sen-ice by offering the States
something that will cost it only a portion
of the actual expenditure required. The pro-
posal is attractive to the States because it
offers something in the nature of certain
payments instead of problematical pay-
ments.

My mind reverts to the Hospital Benefits
Agreement. I argued then, as I do now, that
an agreement of the sort is based on entirely
wrong round. Then, as now, the hasis of
collections was taken as the basis of Com-
monwealth contributions. I argued that the
basis on which the Commonwealth should
contribute should be in accordance with the
needs or the costs, not the collection. If 8d.

per dlay is the expected contribution by
those who can pay it has very small, relation-
ship to the actual cost, and the State will
still be saddled with the task of finding the
difference hetween that amount and the
actual cost of running the institution.

I think the member for Leederville
pointed out that all this agreement will do
will be to absolve certain people, from whom
the State hoped to collect, from any respon-
sihility whatever. The Commonwealth says,
"Let that lproblematical payment go and we
will give yell a definite payment." The same
thing applied to the hospital agreement. I
think the member for Leedervilie negotiated
that agreement. It was then that the State
collection amounted to 5s. 2d. and the
Commonwealth offered Os. per patient a day.

Hon. A. II. Panton: That amount has
been increased to Rs. Per day.

Mr. LESLIE:t Yes, hut our costs and
collections are different. At the time the
agreement camne into operation: our collec-
tion2 rate was more than 6is. In spite of
that, we were still left with the cost of
maintaining our hospitals, and all we re.-
eived from the Commonwealth was the
equjiivalent of what we could reasonably ex-
pect to collect. If we ran the institutions
on that hasis, wre should have very poor
ones,. If the Commonwealth, by adopting
this attitude to its responsibilities for social
services, believes it is carrying out its duty,
it has a poor conception of its duty, being
bo1th parsimonious and niggardly. Of
course this agreement appears attractive
from the point of view of the State. I can
appreciate the Minister reasoning, "I might
get £E3,000 wvithout the agreement but, with
the agreement, I shall get it with certainty
from the Commonwealth." The Minister
should adopt this attitude to the Common-
wealth: "This is a service which is neces-
sary and which must be given, and your
contribution towards it must he a grant in
accordance with our needs."

Unfortunately T cannot vote against the
agreement because the Minister evidently be-
lieves that it is a better proposition than
the arrangement under which we bare been
working, and ha has the responsibility of
adminstering the department, but I hope he
will not rest content with the present agre-
mient and that, -when it comes to a confer-
ence of the Commonwealth a~d the States,
he will point out how the Commonwealth
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is dodging its responsibility by paying out
a few pounds and shillings only, and thiis
through basing its contributions upon en-
tirely wrong premises. If the State has
been negilgent or not as assiduous as it
should have been in collecting these pay-
ments,-we must suffer,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You cannot collect
from people what they have not got.

Mr. LESLIE: I agree, but it might have
been possible to collect more, especially
from beneficiaries. The hospital agreement
is tied up with this proposal.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No, they are en-
tirelv different things.

Mr. LESLIE: Both provide for payments
from the Commonwealth based on estimated
collections instead of upon the State's costs.
That is altogether wrong. I should like the
Minister, when replying, to explain the por-
Lion of the agreement at page 2 which
states-

The State shall ensure that, except with
the concurrence of the Commonwealth, no
charge is wiade to or in respect of qualified
persons for services or comforts for which it
was not &. istomaryj o mnake a charge as at the
Srst tiny of November, 1948.

To my mind, that means just nothing. The
agreement should provide- either that no
charge may be -made or that a charge may
he made. I do not like that set-up for the
reason that I am rather fearful that, should
we find that the Commonwealth contribution
is insufficient, or not up to what we might
reasonably expect it to be, we might be told
that there are other ways by which we esan
raise the money. Therefore, we may 'be told
by the Commonwealth that we can) gel out
of our difficulties by imposing charges in
other directions and consequently others will
be called upon to suffer. It should be a
straighbt-out ease: either the charge should
be levied or should not be levied. I hope
the Minister will be able to tell us some-
thing on this particular aspect.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [10-.121: I
am prompted to say a few words on -this
measure because of the remarks made by
the member for Aft. Marshall? There seems
to be a tendency on the part of some mem-
bers to take advantage of every opportunity
to say sonie unkind words ab out the Com-
monwealth Government, instead of express-
ing appreciation for what it has done. We

have had Commonwealth Goverments for
close on halt a century. Previous Common-
wealth Governments have not done anything
in this connection; dat least this Common-
wealth Government has done something.

Mr. Leslie: It hzi had millions of pounds
in taxation.

M1r. GRAHAM: Previous Governments of
the political complexion of the member for
Mt. 'Marshall had not the fortitude to im-
pose taxation to do things that required to
be clone. As I suggested by interjection,
it was never the intention of the Common-
wealth Government that it should give assist-
ance to the State Government in this matter,
This Bill is designed to relieve the patients
and their relatives of 4lnancia] rexponsi-
bility.

M21r. Leslie; No compensation is given to
the State for that relief.

Mr. GRAHAM: No. As I said, it was
never intended to do that. Social services
are designed to assist the people of the
country directly.

The M1inister for Health: Do you not
classify the inmate as a person?

Mr. GRAHAMf. Exactly,
The Minister for Health: Do you not

think they might have some assistance?
Mr. GRAHAM: There is nothing what-

ever to prevent the State Government from
rendering some assistance. I will come to
that point in a moment. Admittedly, the
persons who will gain arc those who -will be
the beneficiaries of the inmate on his death,
but other people are bearing burdens at the
present time'i. I know a person whose wife
for many years has been an inmate of the
Claremont asylum, and during all that time
he has suffered the mental strain and
domestic inconvenience arising from that
fact. In addition, he has had to pay a cer-
tain amount to the M1edical Department for
the maintenance of his wife. The Common-
wealth Government feels that a person in
those Unfortunate circumstances should not
he called upon to make a financial contribu-
tion; so he has been relieved of It. That is
the purport and intent of this measure.

Mr. Leslie: What about the Common:,
wealth Government's 'providing the service
as wvell7T

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps the member for
Mt. Marshall, 'if he feels so disposed and
really means what he says, will both advo-
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cate and vote "Yes" at successive referen-
dums; but when it is suggested that the
Commonwealth Glovernment should be given
a little additional powj6 to do more for the
people than it is doing, we find the Con-
servatives on the other side of the House
voting in opposition to such proposal.

Mr. Leslie: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment got the social service power.

Mr. GRAHRAM: That is so, and it is giv-
ing social services to people who previously
had to bear financial burdens which were
proving too heavy for them. Henceforth
such people will not be called upon to make

%tbose payments. It is several years since
I paid a visit to the Claremont asylum and
therefore certain matters which I discussed
with Dr. Thompson, who is in charge of the
asylum, have become a little vague. I did
understand, however, that the inmates of
that institution received, in certain in-
stances, some cash or other consideration.
Some of the patients were performing
duties of a very humble nature and some
of them would not know what to do with
money. Others would appreciate having a
little spending silver, or a canteen or other
amenitiesq whereby they could enjoy ad-
ditional comforts. I suggest there is nothing
to prevent our Oovern-ment from instituting
such a scheme-

I know it will be said that the Common-
wealth has all the money arl that the State
baa to battle hard to make both ends meet,
but I say in reply that there is nothing
which the Giovernment has been asked to do
that it has been unable to do owing to lack
of money. Every member is aware of that
fact. Every approach has been met. What
is there to prevent some small allowance be-
ing made, to the patients to provide them
with comforts and amenities! God knows,
they need them! In common with other
members I realise that the staff of the in-
stitution is doing an excellent job, notwith-
stanrling the limitations imposed by the in-
adequacy of the building- and its over-
crowded state. If that institution reminded
me of anything at all, it reminded me of a
prison. Somep imnprovement should be effect.
ed in the food supply. It may he good,
plain healthy food hut to mec it appears
most uninvitin~ One might say that the
patients receive one meal per day and have
to scratch for the others.

We must bear in mind, as was pointed
out by previous speakers, that some of these
mentally afflicted patients suffer only a few
days every month or so at some particular
period. What a blow it is to their pride to
be treated in the way I have pointed out!
It tends to deteriorate their condition.
There is much room for improvement in
many respects.. I often wonder whether,
perhaps, members of Parliament are not
eulpable in this matter, whether they are
not siomewhat callous towards the unfor-
tunate inmates of the institution because of
the fact that they have no vote and also
because of the fact that it is impossible for
them to organise and to place their point of
view before us. I do not know whether all
members have paid a visit to the institution.
I myself made a most intensive inspection
of it, and also of Heatheote on another
occasion. I also viewed, from the outside,
the farm which is situated a few miles to-
wards the south-west.

But I feel there is something wrong with
regard to tho4e establihments. However,
that is something beyond the .einpass of
this Bill, though I did feel it esential to em-
iuhasise that the intention of the Govern-
erent was to relieve the sufferer and the re-

In9tives and other persons responsible for
anvlfody who happened to he spending a
peric'd in any of the mental institutions.

That is what the Bill sets out to do and
wvhat it will in fact do when given effect
to in this State. Like the member for
Leederville, I hope and trust, though I have
tmy doubts as to his success, that the Minis-
ter will make some approaches to the Com-
monwealth with a view to having the start-
inz point back-dated so that the provisions
do0 not opeiato only from the time the Bill
is agreed t.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. V. V. Abbontt-North Perth-in reply)
[10.21: 1 entirely agree with those mem-
ber- who have put forward the suggestion
that no distinction should he made between
those who have a mental infirmity and are
therefore- obliged to remain in a mental 'hos-
pital such as Claremont, and those -who suf-
fer from other complaints. I can assure
members, that that has been very forcibly
vint before the Commonwealth Government.
The suggestion of the member for Perth
has already been put into operation so long
ago as June of last year, because it was
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stressed not only by myself, representing
this State, but by each of the Ministers. for
Health of the other States, that the Comn-
nmonwealth Bill was, not a reasonable sug-
gestion and that something better should be
dlone by the Commonwealth Government.
Senator Mc~enna, representing the Com-
monwealth, presided at that meeting. But
not satisfied -with that, the Premier himself
wrote to Mr. Chifley and again stressed the
point of view of this State-and I agree
that all members have the same point of
view-that invalid pensions should be paid
to those who are mentally afflicted. In his
reply, under date the 20th December, 1948,
31r. Chifley wvrote-

Thle adoption of your suggestion for the
payment of age and invalid pensiciin for
patientst in mnental hospitals as is thle easge With
age and invailid pvnqioners in homnes for the
aged and infirm would mean a substantial new
grant to the State revenue by the Cammon-
wealth.

Later in the same letter he wrote-
In these cireumstainces I amn unable to accept

your suggestion and I should be glad if -you
wouldi reconsider the whole matter onl the basis
of the Commonwealth 's proposals in mny letter
of thme 4th May, 1942, and the Mental institu-
tianS Beniefit Act, a copy of which was for-
walrded to you onl the 1st December, 1948.

There is no doubt that this State has
stressed with all the powver at its command
the point of view that members have put
forward tonight. The member for East
Perth made sonic comment about the food
hep saw on one occasion some time agoG. I
can assure him his suggestion is not correet-
Admittedly the food is that -of an institu-
tion where there are 1,000 people to bie fed.
I, too, would wish that it was possible for
a more inviting diet to be supplied.

Mr. Graham: It is nothing like the food
at the Royal Perth Hospital, is A9,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
the visitors -who are appointed under the
Act make frequent reports to me and on all
Oceasions their report has been that the
meals are good. The member for Leeder-
ville suggested that those mental lat~cnts
wvho had property belonging to them should
noFw have some of their estate expended in
giving them amenities.' 1 see no reason at
present why that should not lie so. I shall
certainly make inquiries from the Public
Trustee as to whether he is giving this mat-
ter his attention, more particularly as the
estates, after this agreement is implemented,

will he. reliev'ed of the upkeep of the
patients, and there seems to be no reason
therefore why their estates should not be
utilised in giving ~hem more amenities than
they have had ini~p past.

The member fov Mt. Marshall raised a
question about paragraph 4 of the agree-
nment in the schedule. That is merely to en-
sure that the abolition of the means test and
the payment by the Commonwealth in lieu
of the patients wilt not deprive them of any
comforts they previously enjoyed. That is
all the paragraph means. I might say that
the Government does appreciate the efforts
that various persons in the community are
making to see whether the lot of these uin-
fortunate people can be improved, and the
Government will fully support and assist int
any1 way it can any of those persons.

It has, I think, acknowledged tha excellent
work Mrs. Cassion did for many years as a
visitor, and in other ways, for patients of
these hospitals. It will he remembered that
His 'Majesty recogunised her good work in
this and other hospitals by including her in
the last list of honours issued by him. We
are fully in agreement with the suggestion
that invalid pensions should be granted to
these people, and will continue on every
possible occasion to press for that and will
avail ourselves of every chance to better the
lot of inmates of mental institutions.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

h7i Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Power to execute agreement:

Hon. P. J. S. WISE: I would like to
know from the Minister what alternative he
has in regard to entering into the agree-
ment. This clause, in the first line, uses the
word "~may." Following the passing of the
'Bill, would it not be a definite obligation on
thp part of the Minister to enter into an
agrcement with the Commonwealth in ac-
cordance with the schedule; or is it that the
Mlinister or the Government may not then
enter into the agreement? The measure will
be quite wvorthless if the clause stands as
printed. I move an amendment--

That in line I the word ''may'" be struck
out and the word ''sall'' inserted in tieu.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill has been drafted in the form' usually
adopted by the Parliamentary Draftsman
'when drawing measures authorising the
Government to eomplet~gotiations with
the Commonwealth Gove*,aent. I have no
great objection to the amehdment of the
Leader of the Opposition, but it departs
from the form that has invariably been
adopted by himself when introducing simi-
Jar Bills. There is no great object in using
the word "may" except this, that there mnay
he cause for some slight alteration to be
made to the agreement, or some reason why
it should not be signed. In -the circum-
stances, I suggest that tbe Leader of the
Opposition withdraw his amendment.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE' I am quite un-
satisfied with the explanation. The Minis-
ter's suggestion means that it would ben-
desirable to amend any Bill that comes be-
fore the Committee. That is the natural
attitude of a Minister i charge of a Bill.

The Mfinister for Health: Not at all. It
is the usual prattice in connection with such
measures.

Hon. F. J1. S. WISE: Apart from that,
has the Minister any objection to what I
have proposed?

The Minister for Health: I have no seri-
ous objection.

Mr. LESLIE: I refer members to the
Hospital Benefits Agreement Act of 1945
which was passed when the Leader of the
Opposition was on this side of the House.-
The agreement there is a periniithive one
and somnewhat similar to what is before
us now. The relevant section in that Act
is Section 2, and it left the Government
quite free to go on with the agreement,
or not. I presume that the permnissive
clause here is to allow the Government, in
the event of any major alteration, to be
free to go on with the proposal or to leave
it alone. If the word "shall" goes in, it
is mandatory on tAe Government to go on
with the agreement, no matter wvhat cir-
cumstances might arise between now and
when the agr-eement is completed. In this
e-ase I would like to follow the original
attitude adopted by the Leader of the Op-
position.

Hon. J, T. Tonkin:- If yon keep on fol-
lowing the Leader of the Opposition you
wrill not go far wrong.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Will the Minister
give the Committee the assurance that
there is little or no doubt that the Gov-
ernment will, on the passing of this meas-
ure, if not amended by another place,
ratify the agreement and continue to carry
out the obligations under the Act, as if it
wvere obligatory and not permissive?~

Tie MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes, 1
give that assurance.' The Government has
approved of the Bill and of the agreement,
and I give the assurance that unless some
contingency, which I cannot imagine,
ari5ss it will go on.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 5--agreed to.

Schedule:

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I want to know
the 'Minister's view in regArd to what ap-
pear to be necessary amendments to the
schedule to give effect to the points raised
by members on both sides of the Chamber,
particularly in regard to the fetrospeetivity
of the date on which the agreement was
signed. Clause 6 of the schedule provides
that the agreement shall not have force
or effect until it is approved hy the Parlia-
ment of the State, and Clause 7 provides
for the commencing date of the agreement.
Before moving in connection with this mat-
ter I want to know what is in the Minais-
ter's mind and the mnind of the Govern-
ineat in regard to the commencing date,
which is not specified in Clause 7.

The MINISTER. FOR HEALTH: I en-
tirely agree with the suggestiou put for-
ward by members that the agreement
should be made retrospective to as early
a date as possible. I will make the neces-
sary representations to the Commonwealth
before the final date is inserted in the
agreement, but will have to accept the nl-
ing of the Commonwealth in the matter.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I think the Com-
mittee shiould assist the 'Minister and sup-
port his views regarding retrospect ivitr.
I move-an amendment-

Thet after the word ''the" in line 1 of
paragraph 7 of the Scheaule the Word "first')
be inserted.

i
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I ask
the Leader of the Opposition not to press
this amendment as I have given the assur-
ance that the Government will niake every
effort to have the agreement back-dated as
far as possible. The Commonwealth has
stipulated that the agreement must have
the sanction of Parliament. If the Coin-
rmonwesith would not agee to the 1st
January', 1949, its law officers might say
the agreement was not substantially in the
form sanctioned by this Parliament, and
might refuse to put the arrangement into
effect. With -the assistance of Common-
wealth Government representatives of this
State, such as Senator Cook, I have no
doubt the Commonwealth will give some re-
cognition to our request.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Would you agree
to tell the Commonwealth that the majority
of this Parliament had asked for the agree-
ment to be ante-dated and that you pleaded
with them not to do that?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What a contrast be-
tween the attitude of the Minister on this
Bill and the attitude of the Government
regarding the wheat stabilisation legisla-
tion!

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Is the Minister
prepared to do thatq.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
at least to the 1st January, but I suggest that
it should be when the Commonwealth legis-
lation becomes law and not later than the
1st January.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I am quite happy
about that.

Amendment put and negatived.

Schedule put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

ADJOUJRNMENT-SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. 'McLaity-
.1urray-Wellington): I mnove--

Tha:t the House at its rising adjourn till
2 pam, tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

B'House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.

3lhgw t .e CUItId.
Wednesday, 29th June, 1949.
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The PRhESIDENT took the Chair at
2.15 p.m., and -read prayers.

QUESTIO.N.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.

As to Copies o *f Tydeman Report.
Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Chief

Secretary:
(1) Referring to Mr. F. W. E. Tyde-

man's report on the Port of Fremantle, will.
the Mlinister make available to the Fre-
mantle City Council the second and third
volumes to enable the council to complete
its town planing report?

(2) If the answer to Number (1) is
"Yes," will this report be made available to
the council imnmediately?

Thq, CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) The second and third volumes are

now ,in course of being printed.

(2) Answered by No. (1).-

CHAIRMAN (TEMPORARY) or
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: I desire to announce
that I have appointed Hon A. L. Loton to
act ats a temporary Chairman of Com-
ititees during the Current sesion.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Plant Diseases Act Amendment

(No. 1).
2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.
3, Wheat Pool Act Amendment (No. 3).

Introduced by the Honorary Minister
for Agrienlture. o
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